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« F\HRIST crucifed is the Li- 
e brary, which Triumphant 
6“ Souls will be ſtudying to all Eter- 
cc nity. Other Knowledge (than the 
« Knowledge of CHRIST) is apt to 
“ {well Men into high Conceits and 

Opinions of themſelves ; this brings 

| “ them to the trueſt View of them 

| “ ſelves; and thereby to Humility 

Z « and Sobriety. Other Knowledge 

| « leaves Mens Hearts as it found 

| « them; this alters them, and makes 

ce them better. So tranſcendant an 

Excellency is there in the Know- 

| ledge of CuRISH crucified above 

| e the ſublimeſt Speculations in the 

« World. | = 
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— For I determined not 10 know any 


thing among you, ſave Jeſus wag 
met Him Cruci fied. 


[gel 


WARD HAT I may lead you to a right 
fo Underſtanding of theſe Words, 
it will be proper for us to conſi- 
der what the State of the Co- 
rinthian Church was at the Time 
when St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle to them, to 
reprehend their Errors, and correct their Mi- 
ſtakes. Corinth was a rich, populous, trad- 
ing City: there were in it a great many Con- 


verts to Chriſtianity, and many Preachers of 


the Goſpel. Amongſt thoſe Teachers there 
were ſome who ſeemed to have fallen into a 
rhetorical Way of diſcourſing, and who were 
in great Reputation for Wiſdom and Elo- 

A quence, 
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| quence. And this Way of Preaching dene 


to have been very taking amongſt the Corin- 
thians, and to have had ſome very pernicious 


and unhappy Conſequences; diverting the 


Attention of many of them from the princi- 
pal Doctrines of Chriſtianity, by an Eſpouſal 


of Words, Phraſes, Manner of Addreſs, Ex- 
cellency of 8 h, Beauty of Oratory, and 
the like; an diſpoſing them to give a Pre- 


_— to one Teacher above another, purely 
n thoſe Accounts, though he was in Re- 
ality it may be, not ſo much enriched with 

e proper and material Qualifications of a 

Miniſter 'of the Lord / Jeſus Chriſt. This 

begat among them Parties and. Diviſions, 

Heats and Animoſities; it abated their Bro- 

therly Love and Affection one toward an- 

other; and upon the Whole, greatly hindred 
their mutual Peace and Edification, as alſo 
their Progreſs in the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
and Practice of thoſe Things which were 
agreeable to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the 

Det of his coming into the World. T 
Now in this View of their Caſe, the holy 

A poſtle Paul, who had before planted the 

Goſpel amongſt them, and built them on a 

good Foundation, upon hearing of the Divi- 

fion and Contention which, — ö 

they were engaged in, and the wrong Spirit 

which in many Caſes prevailed; he thought 
it neceſſary by writing to them, to endeavour 
to n thoſe ſpreading Diſorders, and to 


recover 
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recover them to a better Spirit, and greater 
Harmony between themſelves ; and to a juſt 


and becoming Regard to the Things which 
more immediately, and eſſentially belonged 
to their Peace. To this End St. Paul puts 
them in Mind of the great Grace and Favour 
of Gop, which was particularly manifeſted 
to them when they were firſt converted to 
the Chriſtian Faith, by enriching them with 
every thing needful to their Eſtabliſhment 
and Edification; by giving them all Ut- 
terance, and all Knowledge, as the Expreſ- 
ſion is; which Gifts he intimates in the 6th 
Verſe of the 1ſt Chapter, were a Confirma- 
tion of the Teſtimony of Chriſt, of that 
Faith which they had received. They were 
Teſtimonies of the Truth of the Doctrine 
of Jeſus; inſomuch that he tells them in 
the 7th Verſe, they came in Reality behind 
in no Gift. That i is, they were as plentifully 


endowed with the Gift of Tongues, and 


all other ſupernatural Gifts, as the other 
Churches; nor had he omitted to teach any 
thing among them which was neceſſary for 
their Edification, and the Confirmation of their 
Faith and Love. Now this being their Caſe, 
he admoniſhes them that it was their Buſi- 
neſs to make a right Uſe of thoſe Extraordi- 
nary and Divine Gifts, as becomes Perſons 
waiting - the coming of their Lord, to 
whom muſt be accountable for the 
Uſe and — which they made of 

them. A 2 HAv- 


. „ 


——— 


e 


* * — ** 
Ow = ISS — —— —— ———c — — ＋— A ——5ð—t;kt 2 7˙ ͥův— —— 
* 


——ͤ —-— E 


. 


466359 — — 2x — —[ęͤÄ— — 2 — 


* 


ſion. And another, I am of Dy I 
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Havix e put them in Mind of thoſe 
Things, he proceeds in the 1oth and 11th 
Verſes to preſs them in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to rectify their Judgment 
and Affection, and to inform them of the 
particular Cauſe of his writing this Epiſtle to 


them. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the 


Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all 
(peak the ſame Thing, and that there be no 
Diviſions among you'; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
ſame Judgment. For it hath been declared 
unto me of you, my Brethren, that there are 
Contentions among you. Now, ſays he, Verſe 
12th, this I ſay, that every one of you ſaith, 


I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of 
. Cephas, and I Chriſt. That is, to ſpeak 


plainly, I apprehend that inſtead of acting 
* like, Perſons who are perfectly joined to- 

* gether 1 in the ſame Mind under your com- 

mon Lord and Maſter, the Lord Jeſus 
a Chriſt, you have gathered your ſelves into 
* Parties for the ſeveral Miniſters of him the 
Lord Jeſus; and one of you faith, I am 
* of Paul, the great Teacher of the Gen- 
tiles, and Planter of this Church. Ano- 


14 ther, I am of Apollos, that excellent Ora- 
tor, mentioned in _ xviii. 24, as an 
8 Eloqu ent Man, mighty in the Scriptures. 
. Arathar ſays, I am of Cephas, That is, of 


© Peter, the great Apoſtle of the Circumci- 


am 


— . cn 
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© am of none of them; neither of Paul, nor 

* Apollos, nor Cepbas, but of Chriſt himſelf. * 

Yet thoſe laſt ſeem alſo to be reproved and 
condemned as acting by a Party-Spirit, ſee- 

ing they were of Chriſt in Oppoſition to the 

lawful Miniſters of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Accordingly he proceeds, Verſe the 13th, Is. 

Chriſt divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 

Or were ye baptized in the Name of Paul? | 

Which may be paraphraſed thus, © To ſhew 

you now the Abſurdity of this Way of pro- 

ceeding, and forming your ſelves into Parties 

in ſuch a Manner, conſider the Matter 

© thus. On the one Hand, Is Chriſt divided? 

* Are not all thoſe who are truly converted 

* to Chriſtianity by any of the Apoſtles or 

* Miniſters of Jeſus, united together in the 

* Service of Chriſt? Or is Chriſt divided 

* from his Miniſters, and only the Head of 

* one fingle Party, in Oppoſition to his A- 

© poſtles and Miniſters? And on the other 

* Hand; Were any of his Apoſtles and Mi- 

© niſters crucified for you? Did they lay 

* down their Lives to deliver you, or pretend 

*to do it? To inſtance particularly in my 14 

* ſelf, Was I, Paul, crucified for you? Were '1 

ye baptized into my Name, and ſo made 

© (not the Diſciples of Chriſt, but) my Diſ- 
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* ciples?* And he farther condemns this 
ſame Spirit in the 3d Chapter of this Epiſtle, 
4th and following Verſes Are ye not carnal 
and walk as Men? For while one ſays, I am of 


aul, 
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Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not 
carnal ? Who then is Paul, or who is Apollos, 
but Miniſters by whom ye believed, even as 
the Lord gave to every Man? I have planted, 
Apollos watered; but Gop gave the Increaſe. 
So then, neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth ; but Gop that giveth 
the Increaſe. Now he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one; and every Man ſhall 
receive his own Reward, according to his own 
Labour. And in the 17th and 18th Verſes 
of the 1ſt Chapter of this Epiſtle, he pro- 
ceeds to tell them, that his Buſineſs was 70 
preach the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and that not 
with Wiſdom of Words (which many amongſt 
them, as he there intimates, ſeemed to affect) 


. teſt the Croſs of Chriſt, ſaid he, ſhould be made 


of no Effect. For the preaching of the Croſs 
is to them that periſh, Fooliſbneſs; but unto us 
which are er it is the Power of Gop, 
The preaching of the Croſs, or the preach- 
ing of Faith in, and Obedience fo, a Perſon 
who was crucified as an Atonement for Sin, 
is unto them that periſh Fooliſhneſs : They 
deſpiſe this Doctrine as an idle, fooliſh Thing. 
But unto us who are ſaved; unto us who 
believe in this Saviour who died upon the 


| Croſs as a Sactifice for Sin; unto us the 


preaching of the Croſs is the Power of Gop. 
Though they eſteem it as ſuch a fooliſh and 
contemptible Thing, yet we find it, by good 
Experience, the powerful and effectual Means 


for 
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for our Salvation and Happineſs. According- 
ly the Apoſtle ſays again in the 23d and 
— Verſes, We preach, ſaid he, Chriſt 
crucified unto the Fews a Stumbling-block, and 
unto the Greeks Fooliſhneſs: But unto. them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Chriſt the Power of Gop, and the Wiſdom 
of Gop. Becauſe the Fooliſhneſs of Gon is 
wiſer than Men; and the Weakneſs of Gop 
1s ftronger than Men. Which is unto the Jews 
a Stumbling-block. Wherefore was this? 
Why, becauſe they expected the Meſſiah to 
be a great Temporal Prince and Deliverer ; 
who was to reign amongſt them with out- 
ward Pomp and Splendour.; and therefore 
they look'd upon the Preaching of the Croſs - 
as an Argument againſt his being the true 
Meſſiah: And to the Greeks, the unbe- 
lieving Gentiles, this Doctrine was Fooliſh- 
neſs, becauſe they, for their Parts, were fond 
only of philoſophical Speculations and Diſ- 
coveries. But unto them that comply with 
the Goſpel Call, whether Fews or Greeks, 
unto them, Chriſt the Wiſdom of Gop, and 
the Power of Gop. And agreeable to what 
is here ſaid, he ſpeaks in the Beginning of 
this Chapter, of his having made it his great 
Buſineſs when he was amongſt them, to tell 
them, that the plain Preaching of the Doct- 
rine of Chriſt crucified, was what his Mind 
and Heart were moſt intent upon. And 1, 
Brethren, when I came to you, came not with 

Excel- 


CO Ie es ne. © 
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Excellency of Speech, or of Wi iſdom, declaring 


unto. you the Teſtimony of Gop. For T deter- 


mined not to know any thing among you, ſave 
Jeſus Chrift and Him Crucified. 2 


In ͤdiſcourſing upon theſe Words, I will 
endeavour to __ vou 


I. War we are to underſtand by Know- 


ning Chriſt and him Crucified. 


I. Tur great Importance and Neceſſity 
of this Knowledge. And 

III. WnAr Influence this Knowledge 
ought to have upon us. 


10 Wr are to PE what * to 
underſtand by the Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him Crucified. And this 3 we ſhall divide i in- 


| to two Heads. 


Fir rf,” War we are to o underſtand by 


knowing Chriſt. 


i Secondly, WHAT is more particularly n meant 


by Enowing | him Crucified. 


Fir rſt, WE are to 8 what we are 
to underſtand by knowing Jeſus Chriſt. 

Now the Knowledge we have of him, 
is entirely by Divine Revelation. According- 


ly our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, gives us this 
Advice in the 5th of St. John, Ver. 39, 
Search the . Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye ent eternal Life, and they are they which 


tefrfy 
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teftify of me. All our Reaſon and Philoſophy 
would never have led us to the Knowledge 
of Chriſt, either as to his Nature, or as to 
his merciful Defigns towards fallen, corrupt- 
ed Creatures, or the Benefits which they re- 
ceive, and are entitled to through the ſucceſsful 
Execution of thoſe his merciful, Deſigns: For 
thoſe are Things entirely out of the Reach 
of unaſſiſted Reaſon : And all the Notices 
which we have of them, are what Gop, in 
great Mercy and Condeſcenfion, hath been 

leaſed to reveal unto us by his Spirit, in his 
ord. So that here is a new Scene of 
Knowledge open'd to us, which is of the 
greateſt Importance to our Welfare and —_— 
neſs. Here are Subjects laid before us for 
the humane Mind to employ and exerciſe 
it ſelf upon; which Mind of Gop in this 
World we could never have been acquainted 
with, but by Divine Revelation, And Sub- 
jects which are of the greateſt Conſequence 
for us to be inſtructed in; which will 
afford the moſt worthy, the moſt noble, 
and moſt uſeful Employment and Entertain- 
ment to our Thoughts ; and which our Rea- 
ſon, though it could not at firſt diſcover 
them, yet as now they are through the Divine 
Goodneſs made known, it fees and acknow- 
ledgeth an admirable Excellency and Worth 
in them. And muſt not that Wiſdom, and 
Mercy, and Goodneſs be beyond Expreſſion? 
Can any thing be more juſtly Plealig and 
3 delight- 
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delightful to a rational Mind, conſidering the 
corrupt and unhappy Condition of Mankind? 
Can any thing, I fay, conſidering this their 


| preſent melancholy State, be juſtly more pleaſ- 


ing to a conſiderate, thinking Creature, than 
thoſe Diſcoveries which Gop has made of 
his only begotten Son; of the Errand on 
which he came into this World, and of the 
Priviledges he -purchaſed, and procured for 
all thoſe that receive him, and believe on his 
Name? Are we not hereby let into the Rea- 
ſon of ſuch Things as afford us more Satis- 
faction, more Tranquility, more Reſt and 
Peace, than all other Enquiries, or Improve- 


ments in Knowledge could poſſibly do? Well 


might the Apoſtle St. Paul ſay as he did, in 


the zu Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Ph:/ip- 


pians, 8th Verſe, Yea, doubtleſs, and I count 

all Things but Loſs for the Excellency of the 

Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord; for whom 

I have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do 

count them but Dung that I may win Chriſt, 
Bur to come to Particulars. 

Ni, By the Knowledge of Chriſt, we 


may underſtand the Knowledge of him as he 


is prophefied of, in the Old Teſtament. 
Lo there find many Intimations of an 


Extraordinary Perſon that was to come into 
the World, and to be a great Bleſſing to it. 


He is- firſt ſpoken of (immediately after our 
firſt Parents had tranſgreſſed) under the No- 
tion of the Seed of the Woman ' who ſhould 
| uy bruiſe 


1 bruiſe the Head of the Serpent ; the great 
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Serpent the Devil. Afterward he is ſpoken 
of as the Seed of Abraham, in whom all Na- 
tions "ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. xii. 2, 3: I will 
make of thee a great Nation, and I will bleſs 
thee, and make thy Name great, and thou ſhalt 
be a Bleſſmg : And I will bleſs them that bleſs 
thee; and curſe him that curſeth thee: And 
in thee ſhall all the Families of the Earth be 
bleſſed. And in Gen. xxii. 28. And in thy 
Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſ- 


ſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed my Voice. And 


* 


again, Chap. xxvi. 4, to the ſame Purpoſe. 
And in Gen. xlix. 10. we find him ſpoken 
of under the Name of Sui LOoH. The Scep- 
tre ſhall not depart from Judab, nor a Law- 
giver from between his Feet until SyiLou 
come, and unto him ſhall the gathering of. the 
People be. And in Numbers xxiv. 16. The 
Man whoſe Eyes are open hath ſaid : He hath 


aid which heard the Words of Gor, and knew 


the Knowledge of the moſt High, which ſaw 
the Viſion of the ALmiGnTy falling into 


à Trance, but having his Eyes open: I ſhall 
fee bim, but not nom; I ſhall behold him 
but not nigh; there ſhall come a STAR out 


of Jacob, and a SCEPTRE ſhall riſe out of 
Hrael, and he ſhall have Dominion. Theſe 
were ſame of the firſt Openings to this 
Knowledge of Chriſt: The firſt Dawnings 
of Light in this great and important Affair. 
And if we carry our Enquiries farther, we 
ſhall ſtill find from Age to Age, more and 

2 '_ _ clearer 
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clearer Diſcoveries of this great and extraor- 
dinary Perſon, fee Deut. xviii. 15, The Lox np 
thy Gop will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet 
from the Midft of thee, of thy Brethren, hke 
unto Mr; unto him ye ſhall hearken. And 
in Jaiab vii. 14, Therefore the Lord himfelf 
ſhall give you a Sign, Behold, a Virgin ſhall 
concerve, and bear a Son, and ſball call his 
Name Iq MANUEI. Which Paſſage you 
find referred to in Matt. i. 18, Nom the 
Birth of Jeſus Chriſt was on this wiſe : When as 
his Mother Mary was eſpouſed to Foſeph, before 
they came together, ſhe was found with Child 
4 the Holy Ghoſt. Then Joſeph her Huſband, 
eing a juſt Man, and not willing to make her 
a publick Example, was minded to put her 
away privily. But while he thought on theſe 
Things, behold an Angel of the LoRD appeared 
unto him in a Dream, ſaying, Foſeph thou Son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 
thy Wife, for that which 1s concerved in her, 
is of the Holy Ghoſt. And fhe ſhall bring 
forth a Son, and thou ſhalt call his Name 
fzsus : For be ſhall fave his People from their 
Sing. Now all this was done that it might be 
fulfilled which was ſpoken of the Lord by the 
Prophet, ſaying, Behold, a Virgin ſhall be 
with Child, and ſhall bring forth à Son, and 
they ſhall call bis Name IMMmanutr. You 
find him farther ſpoken of in Iſaiab ix. 6, 7, 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us à Son 1s 
given, and the Government ſhall be upon his 
a3 fx 8 | Shoulder : 
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Shoulder ; and his Name fhall be called Wox- 
DERFUL COUNSELLER, THE MIGHTY 
GOD, TAE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE 
Prince oF PEACE. Of the Increaſe of bis 
Government and Peace, there ſhall be no End; 
upon the Throne of David, and upon bis 
Kingdom to order it, and to eftabliſh it with 
Judgment, and with Juſtice, from henceforth 
even for ever. And in Haggai ii. 6, &c. 
Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Yet once, it is a 
little while, I will ſhake the Heavens, and the 
Earth, and the Sea, and the dry Land. And 
IJ will ſhake all Nations, and the Deſire of all 
Naticns ſhall come, and I will fill this Houſe 
with Glory, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. And 
Feremiah xxiii. 5, 6, Behold the Days come, 
faith the Lord, that I will raiſe unto David 
@ Righteous Branch, and a King ſhall reign 
and proſper, and ſhall. execute Judgment and 
Fuſtice in the Earth. In bis Days TJudab 
ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely; 
and this is his Name whereby he ſhall be cal- 
led, THE LORD ouk RicGnTEousNEss. _ 
THxsst and many other Paſſages of the | 
Old Teſtament, give us Light into the | 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and therefore are very q 
proper for us to reflect upon with Seriouſ- 8 
neſs and Attention, if we really deſire to have 
our Hearts furniſned with all that Knowledge 
of Him, which we are capable of arriving 
at, through the Light, and Aſſiſtance which 
God hath given us in this Caſe. We ought 
| | to 


———— a 
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to ſearch the Scriptures, if we would increaſe 
in Wiſdom in this Particular; for they are 

they, ſaid this Diving Inſtructor , which 

teſtify of me. All the Repreſentations which 
were made of the Meſſiah, or the Chriſt, 
before his Coming into the World, are as a 
Light to guide us into the Knowledge of 
him now he is come ; and to confirm and 
eſtabliſh us in the Belief, that He is the very 
Chriſt, the Son of the moſt High Gop, 
And therefore it is one very material Branch 
of the Buſineſs of thoſe who are the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, to open the Seriptures, and 
to ſhew from Moſes and the Prophets, the 
Things which are revealed concerning him, 
and which tend to prove him to be the very 
Chriſt, This was the Method which our 
Lord himſelf took, as you may fee in the 
24th of St. Luke, toward the End, where 
you have an Account of our Saviour's joining 
himſelf, after his Reſurrection, with two of 
his Diſciples as they were walking to Em- 
maus; and as they were together, he began 
with Moſes and the Prophets, and expounded 
to them in all the Scriptures, the Things 
concerning himſelf. And when their Eyes 
were opened, and they knew him, they ſaid one 


Fo another, Did not our Hearts burn within 


us, while he talked with us by the Way, and 
while he opened to us the Scriptures ? And 
again, Verſe 44, He ſaid unto them, Theſe 
are the Words which 1 ſpake unto you, while 
| Ivwas 
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I was yet with you, that all Things muſt be 
fulfilled which were written in the Law of 
Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 
concerning me. Then opened he their Under- 
ſtanding, that they might weg, erg the Scrip- 
tures ; and ſaid unto them, Thus it is vrit- 
ten, and thus it behoved Cbriſt to ſuffer, and 
to riſe from the Dead the third Day ; and 
that Repentance and Remi ſſion of Sins, ſhould 
be preached' in his Name, among all Nations, 
beginning at Feruſalem. And ye are Witneſ- 
ſes of theſe Things. | 8 
Wir find likewiſe the fame Method taken 
by the Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, as you 
may ſee from their reaſoning, in many Caſes, 
in the As of the Apoſtles : See particularly 
the Sermon of the Apoſtle, St. Peter, Acts 
ii. 25, David, ſaid he, ſpeaketh concerning 
him (that is, concerning Chriſt) J foreſaw the 
Lord always before my Face, for he is on 
my Right-hand, that I ſhould not be moved. 
Therefore did my Heart rejoice, and my Tongue 
was glad : Moreover alſo, my Fleſh ſhall reſt 
in Hope. Becauſe thou wilt not leave my Soul 
in Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy one 
to fee Corruption. And in Verſe 29, Men 
and Brethren, let me fre ſpeak unto you 
of the Patriarch David, that he is both dead 
and buried, and his Sepulchre is with us unto 
this Day. Therefore being a Prophet, and 
#nowing that Gop had ſworn with an Oath 
to him, that of the Fruit of his Loyns, ac- 


cord! 
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cording to the Fleſb, he would raiſe up Chri/t 
to fit upon his Throne. And in Verſe 36, 
he faith, Therefore let all the Houſe of Iſrael 
know aſſuredly, that Gop hath made that 
fame Feſus whom ye have Crucified, both Lorp 
and CHRIsT. See alſo the Reaſoning of 
Philip with the Eunuch, As viii. 27, and 
fallowing Verſes, And he aroſe, and went; 
and behold a Man of Ethiopia, an Eunuch 
of great Authority under Candace, Queen 
of the Ethiopians, who had the Charge of all 
er Treaſure, and had come to Jeruſalem for 
to wor ſhip, was returning; and fitting in his 
Chariot, read Efaias the Prophet: Then the 
Spirit ſaid unto Philip, Go near and join thy 
felf to this Chariat. And Philip ran thither 
to him, and heard him read the Prophet E- 
ſaias; and ſaid, Underftandeſt thou what thou 
readeft ? And he ſaid, How can I, except 
fome Man ſhould guide me? And he deſired 
Philip that he would come up and fit with him. 
The Place of the Scripture which he read was 
this, He was led as a Sheep to the Slaughter, 
and like a Lamb dumb before bis Shearer, ſo 
opened he nat his Mouth. In his Humiliation 
his Judgment was taken away ; and who ſhall 
declare bis Generation? For his Life is taken 
from the Earth. And the Eunuch anſwered 
Philip, and ſaid, 1 pray thee, of whom fpeak- 
eth the Prophet this ? of himſelf, or of ſome other 
Man? Then Philip opened his Mouth, and x- 
| „ | a ga 
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5 5 t the ſame Scripture, and preached unto 
2 JESUS; ; 58 | a 4 


Secondly, By the Knowledge of Chriſt, we 
may underſtand the Knowledge of his coming 
into the World in our Nature. . 
Tus we have an Account of in the New 
Teſtament. In the Fulneſs of Time, Go 
ſent forth his Son, made of a Woman, made 
under the Law, to redeem them that were un- 
der the Law. See the Account that is given. 
us in the 1ſt of St. John; In the Beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with GoD, and 
the Word was Gor : The ſame was in the 
Beginning with God : All Things were made 
by him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was Life ; and 
the Life was the Light of Men. And in the 
14th Verſe it is ſaid, The Word was made 
Fleſh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of Grace and Truth, This his 
coming into the World, and aſſuming our 
Nature, is alſo agreeable to the Teſtimony 
which was given of him before by the Pro- 
phets : And the ſeveral Circumſtances of his 
coming are. likewiſe agreeable to what was 
fpoken before by thoſe that were divinely 
. to declare the Things concerning 
PARTICULARLY, as to the Time of his 
coming ; it was agreeable to what was _ 
| C 0 
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of Jacob, That the Sceptre ſhould not depart 


from Fudah, nor a Laugiver from between 


his Feet, until Shiloh come. Now the Scep- 
tre (according t to the beſt Interpretation) con- 
tinued with. Judah till the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem. It agrees likewiſe with what 
_— as to the Time of. it in Daniel ix. 
Mee be cu three-ſcore and two Weeks ſhall 
,. but not for himſelf. Aud 
People of the Prince that fhall come, 
1. deftroy the City, and the Sanctuary 

and the End thereof ſhall be with a Flood, a 
unto the End of the War Deſolations are de- 
termined. And Malachi, who was the laſt 


of the Prophets ſaith, Chan. i. 1, Behold, 


| Twoill ſend my Meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare 


the Way — aue; 7 the Lord whom ye 
feek ball ſuddenly. come to his Temple; even 
the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whom ye de- 
Abr i in : Bebold, he ſhall come, faith the Lord 


His 'De rent likewiſe agrees with what 
was forctold. concerning him ; for he was to 
be an J/raclite, * to the Promiſe 
made to Abrabam; of the Tribe of Judab; 

* the Family of David; a Rad out of the 

m of Teſſe ; a Branch out of his Roots. 
All which Things were fulfilled in him ; as 
is evident concerning his Birth and Paren- 
tage. 

As to the Place of his. Nativity, it was 
Aae, Migab v. ver. 2. But thou Bethle- 


hem 
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hem Epbratab, tho thou be little among the 

Thouſands of Fudah, yet out of thee ſhall be 
come forth unto me, that is to be Ruler 
in Iſrael ; whoſe Goings forth have been from 
of old, from everlaſting. And how particu- 
lar it was that he 3 born in * Place, 
a culiarly. The Place of his Pa- 
9 * at a 18 Diſtance from 
thence ; but they were obliged (eſpecially at 
that Time) by Virtue of a Decree of the 
Roman Emperor, to _ to Bethlehem, 
(which was the Place from whence their 
Family came) in order to be there taxed, regi- 
ſter'd and enroll'd: And at that Time, 


during their Abode there, was our Lokxp 
born. | 


Tux Condition alſo in which he enter'd 
the World, and the Eſtate and Circumſtan- 
ces of Meanneſs with which he appeared a- 
mongſt Mankind, was ſuch as the Coming 
of the Meſſiah was repreſented to be by the 
Prophets of old. See Iſaiab lin. 2, 3, (with 
the + Tag" of which, I ſhall at preſent 


conelu He ſhall grow up before him as 4 
tender Plant, and as a Root out of a dry 
Ground: He hath no Form, nor Comlineſs ; 
and when we ſhall fee him, there is no Beauty 
that we ſhould defire him. He is deſpiſed and 
rejected of Men; a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief; and we hid as it were 
our Faces from him; he was deſpiſed, and we 
eſteemed him not. 3 
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In the 1ſt Epiſtle of St. PAUL to the 


Corinthians, CHAP, ll. 2. 


— For I determined not to know any 


thing among you, ſave Jeſus rin : 
2 Him Crucified. 


TER having conſidered. the 
| particular State of the Corinthian 


Cdburch, at the Time when this 
ew Epiſtle was written unto them; 
and endeavoured fo lay before you that Part 
of the Context which hath a more imme- 
_ diate Reference to our Text it ſelf, I pro- 


bern to diſcourſe on the Words in the fol- 
I. To 


wing Method. 


Aud Him n 23 


I. To Ft you, th we are to inde 


| ſtand by knowing Chriſt Jeſus, "kad: 


him Crucified. _ 

I. To conſider the great Importance, and 
Neceſſity, of this Knowledge. And 
III. Wu Ar Influence this n 

- ought to have upon us. 


Wr propoſed, 
I. To conſider, what is implied in the 
Knowing of Chriſt Jeſus and him Crucified; 


and this we thought proper to 1 into 
two Heads. 


Firſt, Wnar we are to den by 
the Knowing of Chriſt, - And 25 

Secondly, WHAT is more particularly 
meant by knowing him Crucified. 


1 TOLD you the laſt Time, that by the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, we may in the firſt 
Place underſtand the Knowleds e of him as he 


is prophefied of in the Old Te c where 


in we have many Intimations of an extraor- 


din Perſon that was to come into the 
— rid, and to be a Bleſſing to it. And 
at 


. Secondly, By the Knowledge of Chriſt, 


we may underſtand, the Knowledge of bis 


coming into the World in our Nature. For 
the Proof of this, I produced to you ſeveral 
| Texts 
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Texts out of the New Teſtament. In the 
Fulneſs of Time, Gop ſent forth his Son, 


made of a Woman, made under the Law. 


And in John i. 14, The Word was made 
Fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us. With many 
others. to like Purpoſe. 5 i 
Wxũ now proceed in the 5 
Third PL Ac to ſhew you, that by tze 
Knowledge of Chriſt, we may underſtand 
the Knowledge of thoſe Offices which he was to 
execute; particularly the Office of a Propbet, 
of a Prieſt, and of a King. Thoſe ſeveral 
Offices he was to diſcharge for our Inſtruct- 
ton; for our Protection; and for our Deliver- 
ance; and for the Futherance and Eſtabliſh- 
ment of our Safety, and Happineſs. He is 
ſpoken of under this Notion both in the Old 


Teſtament and New. And to Know him, 


ſuppoſeth that we know him as repreſented, 
under thoſe ſeveral Characters; as actually 
aſſenting to what he came to do for Man- 
kind; and alfo the Im nce of thoſe ſe- 
veral Offices which he was to execute. One 


of the moſt noted Teſtimonies which we 


have of him under the' Old Teſtament, is 


this, A Prophet ſhall the Lord raiſe up unto 
| you of your Brethren, lite unto me; Him 


ſhall ye hear in all Things. And his Kingly- 
Office is very plainly ſpoken of in Daniel 
vii. 13, 14, 1 ſaw in the Nigbi-Viſions, and 
behold, one like the Sen of Man, came with 
the Clouds of Heaven, and came ts the Ancien: 


of 
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75 2. and they brought him neur 8 


And there was given him Dominion, 


— Glory, and a Kingdom, that all People, 


Nations and Languages ſhould ſerve him: His 


Dominion, 1s an everlaſting Dominion, which 
ſhall not paſs away, and his Kingdom that 
which ſhall not be deſtroyed. And both his 
Kingly and Prigiiy Office are mentioned in 
Zechariah vi. 12, 13, Thus ſpeaketh the Lord 


of Hoſts, ſaying, Behold the Man whoſe Name 


is the BRANCH, and he ſhall grow up out of his 
Place, and he ſhall build the Temple of the 
Loxp: Even he ſhall build the Temple of the 
LorD, and be ſhall bear the Glory, and ſhall 
SIT and RULE upon his Throne, and he ſhall 
be a PRIEST upon the Throne, and the Coun- 


ſel of Peace ſhall be between them both, Now 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, fignifieth not on- 


ly our knowing that he was to bear and 


execute thoſe ſeveral Offices; but alſo the 
Knowledge of what he was to do for us 
under thoſe various Characters, and the great 


Benefit and Advantage which may accrue to 

us from a faithful Diſcharge of them, by 

him, who is Emanuel, bak Gop and Man, 

as he hath undertaken to teach, to rule, to 
plead, and to intercede for us. 

Fourthly, Tux Knowledge of Chriſt may 
imply the Knowledge of the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel. 

To know Chriſt, is to know thoſe Things 
which Chriſt taught. And here we have a 


very 
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very large Scene open to us: Abundant Mat- 
ter for the Entertainment and Improvement 
of our Minds. TO know Chriſt to good 
Purpoſe, is to know what he hath diſcover- - 
ed and made known, for the Direction, 
Inſtruction, and Conſolation of - his Follow- 
ers. The Gentile World, who were with- 
out any Aſſiſtance from divine Revelation, 
(tho' they made great Improvements in the 


Knowledge of natural Things, and in phi- 


loſophical Speculation, in many Points, to 
very great Height, yet) they were extremely 


in the Dark as to any thing ſpiritual, and 


divine. The World by Wiſdom knew not Gov. 
They had but very dark and imperfect No- 
tions, and Conceptions of him, and of his 
Worſhip, and were guilty of many great 
Errors concerning thoſe Things. They were 
vain in their Imaginations, and their fooliſh 
Hearts were darkened. Nay, the Jews them- 
ſelves, though they did enjoy divine Reve- 


lation, and were particularly taught of Gop; 


yet in many Points, were far from having ſo 


clear and full a Repreſentation of ſpiritual 


d divine Truths, as is contained in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. | 

Our Lord Jeſus is indeed the true Light 
which lighteth every Man that cometh into the 


- World, John i. 9. The Words which he 


ſpake, the Doctrine which he taught, they 
are Spirit, and they are Life, John vi. 63. 
They contained the very Eſſence, and _ 

28Y 8 | | ce 
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ſtance of all true, ſpiritual Wiſdom: Every 
thing which is neceſſary for Mankind, in | 
their preſent State of Sin; and Imperfection, i 
to know, in order to their Recovery from 
their miſerable Condition, to a State of Ho- 
lineſs and Happineſs. We are here taught 
that the whole World is guilty before Gop: 
Or as it is ſaid in Gal. iii. 22, The Scripture 
» hath concluded all under Sin, that the Promiſe 
by. Faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to 
them that believe. We are here taught, that | 
there is no other Name given under Heaven, L 
amongſt Men, whereby they can be ſaved. But | 
at the ſame Time we are aſſured, that Gop 7s 
in Cbriſt Jeſus reconciling the World unto him- | 
ſelf, and not imputing their - Treſpaſſes unto 
them. Here we, learn,” that if wWe repent of 
our Sins, and believe on the Name of the 
Son of Gop, and walk in Newneſs of Life, 
we ſhall obtain the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, 
and be accepted through Iꝝsus the BRLOV ED. 
Here we are inſtructed, that true Religion is 
that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in. 
the Letter ; .whoſe Praiſe 1s not of Men, but 
of Gop. That all outward Services, and 
Performances whatſoever, are nothing, where 
inward Purity, and Sincerity of Heart are 
wanting, 'We are here taught that there is 
but one Gon, glorious in all Perfections, who 
is ſpoken of under the different Denomina- 
tion, of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; 
though the Manner of their Union, is in our 
| _— ; preſent 
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preſent State of Imperfection, inconceivable 


to us. We hereby alſo know the Doctrine 


af Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; of the 


Reſurrection of the Dead, and of eternal 
Judgment. Now to know Chriſt is to know 
theſe and other Doctrines which he hath 
revealed, and particularly diſcovered to. us. 
And the Miniſters of our Lord, when they 


are declaring, — explaining, and laying 


before his People, thoſe Doctrines of the 
as they are taught in the Goſpel of 

Chriſt, are very properly faid, to be endea- 
vouring to promote, and A the Know- 
Pe of Chriſt Jeſus in the World. And 
ought to be the Buſineſs of all thoſe who 

— Chriſtianity, to endeavour thus to 
pats their Drvine MAsTER, who is King, 
and Head of the Church. To know him 
in his Doctrines, for theſe open to us the 
Whole Deſign of his coming into the World; 
and give us a View. of the great Priviledges 
we enjoy, or are entitled to by him. 

. . Fifthly, By the Knowledge of Chriſt, we 
ak underſtand the re cd his Life 
and Example. 

Tutls is a Subject very uſeful for Chriſtians 
to acquaint themſelves 3 and to make 
the Object of their Thoughts and E 
What Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind did 
he ſhew? What Affections did he indulge 
and encourage? What Courſe of Action did 
EE and purſue? Was he fond of * 

World ? 


x 
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World? of 'the Pomp and Glory, the Riches 
and Pleaſufes of Life? No. He was meek; 
and lowly : He was patient under all thoſe 
Sufferings, which he met with, in the Accom- 
pliſhment of his Work; and he went about 
doing good. His Practice, and Example, 
were in nothing contrary to the Doctrine in 


which he inſtructed Mankind. And the 


Knowledge of Chriſt in this Particular, is 
of great Advantage to his Followers, both 
as to direct (ſhewing them in many Reſpects 
how they ought to walk) and as an Eſta- 
bliſhment to them in that Faith which they 
embrace. r 
W'r are frequently in the New Teſtament 
called upon to follow Chriſt; to walk as he 
walked. To imitate his Example, both in 
doing and ſuffering thoſe Things wherein he 
is properly a Subject of our Imitation. He 
that ſaith he abideth in him, ought bimſel 
alſo ſo to walk, even as he walked, 1ſt Epiſt. 
St. John, ii. 6. and in 1ſt Epiſt. St. Peter, 
ii, 20, Sc. For what Glory is it, if uben 
ye be buffeted for your Faults, ye fhall take 
it patiently ? but if when ye do well, and ſuf 
fer for it, ye tale it patiently ; this is aecept- 
able with Gop; for even hereunto” were ye 
called: Becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, 
keaving us an Example, that ye ſhould follow 
his Steps Who did no Sin, neither was Guile 
| found in his Mouth : Who: when he was re- 
veiled, reviled not: again: When he * 
D 2 0 
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be” threatned” not; but committed himſelf to 
bim that judgeth righteoufly. Now is not 
ſuch a Preſident worthy of our Knowledge? 
the Example of him who did no Sin? in 
whoſe Mouth was found no Guile ; who was 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
Sinners; who was humble and condeſcend- 
ing in the whole of his Conduct; forgiving; 
meek and patient; who went about doing 
good; who fulfilled all Righteouſneſs; whoſe 
very Meat and Drink it was to do the Will 
of Gop? It ſhould. be the Endeavour of 
every one who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, to 
acquaint himſelf, as thoroughly as he can, 
with this glorious and inſtructive Pattern. 
And ſurely it ſhould be the conſtant Aim and 
Care of the Miniſters of Chriſt, not only to 
know and regard it themſelves; but frequent 
ly to inſiſt upon it, and to explain and ear- 
neſtly recommend it to the "3:66 Eero | 
and Imitation of his Followers. 
«Szxthly, By the Knowledge of Chriſt we 
may underſtand the Knowledge of his Mi- 
racles: thoſe wonderful Works which he 
wrought for the Confirmation of his divine 
Miſſion, and the — ITINN = his _ 
Doctrines. e 
Tur Works that 1 4 "i nip Father's 
Name, ſaid he, they bear Witneſs of me, John 
1 25, T: 38, If T do not the Works of my 
Father, believe me not: But if I do, though 


| ft believe not me, 2 eve the Works ; thas 
| | . ye 
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ye may lnca and belie eve that the Father is 
in me, and I in bim. And in Chap. xv. 24, 
He ſays, FI bad not done among them the 
Works which none other Man did, they had 
not had Sin; but now have they both fon, and 
hated both me and my Father. s 
To know the miraculous Facts, as biſto⸗ 
rically repreſented in the Goſpel, is not all 
that I intend here; but by knowing Chriſt 
in his Miracles, I mean ſuch a Knowledge 
of him, as is ſufficient to anſwer the End, 
with reſpect to us, for which they were 
wrought. That there were ma ny Miracles 
wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, 'is owned by ſuch 
Authors and Hiſtorians as lived in thoſe 
Times; - beſides the Writers of the New 
Teſtament : And thoſe who were Enemies 
to Chriſt; and his Doctrine, did acknowledge 
he did many wonderful Works; but through 
Prejudice, and -Enmity to his Inſtitutions, 
they aſcribed thoſe, his Operations, to ſome 
magical Power. But they who have a right 
Underſtanding of the Miracles of Chriſt, ſee 
them in a very different Light: They know 
them as proper and reaſonable Atteſtations 
and Teſtimonials, of his coming from Gop; 
and carrying on a Deſign agreeable to his 
Will. Indeed, evil Spirits may have the 
Power of doing a great many Things, which 
are wonderful and furpriſing to humane Crea- 
tures ; and which they are not capable of 
rn for. But if ſuch Wonders were 
224 1 wrought 
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wrought in ever ſo many Inſtances, in order 


to recommend the Doctrine and Inſtitution 


which encouraged Vice and Impiety; ot 


which was contrary to, and inconſiſtent with 
what was taught by any former Revelation 
which was really from Gop : If this was the 
Caſe, then thoſe miraculous Operations (not- 
withſtanding all the Appearances of Power 
there was in them) would be but Lying 


Wonders, and not to be regarded by humane 
Creatures, becauſe their Deſign was to re- 


commend what was contrary to the Nature, 
and Will of Gop, and the Duty and Happi- 
neſs of Man. But the Miracles of our Lord 
Jeſus, were not only Inſtances of aſtoniſhing 
Power, but were performed by a Perſon, 
who, in all his Actions, was innocent; 
and in Confirmation of Doctrines pure and 
holy, and calculated to promote Piety and 


Juſtice; and to increaſe Love to Gop, and 


one another; and the preſent and future Well 


being and Happineſs of all that conſult them. 


Now this is the proper Light in which 
we are to know the Miracles of Jekas Chriſt. 
They are not only Acts exerted, not to pro- 
mote a bad Cauſe, but in Favour of a Cauſe 
directly contrary to the Deſigns and Deſires 
of wicked Men, and wicked Spirits; and 
therefore cannot, without the greateſt Abſur- 
dity, be ſuppoſed to be done by any magi- 
cal, or. diabolicat Power; or by the Influ- 
ence, and Agency of any evil. Spirit. Our 

N dleſſed 
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bleſſed Saviour argueth upon this Occaſion 


in Matt. xii. 22, and following Verſes; 


Then was brought unto him one poſſeſſed with 
a Devil, blind and dumb, and he healed him; 


inſomuch, that the Blind ate Dumb both ſpake 


and ſaw. And all the People were amazed, 
and ſaid, Ts not this the Son of David? But 
when the Phariſees heard it, they ſaid, This 


Fellow doth not caſt out Devils, but by Beelze- 
bub the Prince of the Devils. And Feſus 


knew their Thoughts, and ſaid unto them 5 


Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is 


brought to Deſolation : And every City or Houſe 
divided againſt it ſelf, ſhall not fland. And 
:f Satan caſt out Satan, he is divided againſt 
2 7 How then ſhall his Kingdom ſtand? 

Aud if T by Beelzebub caſt out * ls, by 


whom do your Children cgſi them cut? There- 


fore T hey ſhall be your Judges. But if I caſt 
out Devils by the Spirit of Gop, then the 


Kingdom of Gon is come unto You. If thoſe. 
Miracles were in Reality wrought by a di- 


vine Power, then they proved him -to be 
indeed a Prophet of Go D. They prove 
him alſo to be that very Perſon whom he 


profeſſed himſelf to be, even the Meſiab. 
And they proved every thing which he taught, 


to be agreeable to the Will of Gop, and 
therefore to be worthy of all Acceptation 

from him by Men. 
Now this js the true State of the Caſe 
with reſpect, to the Miracles of Chriſt; _ 
tnat 
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that it is ſo, will, I think, appear to every, 
one who impartially conſidereth them in Con- 
junction with the Deſign which he came 
to promote, and the Inſtructions (thoſe holy. 
and divine Inſtructions) which he gave to 
the World. Such Doctrines and Deſigns, ſo 
N and ſo uniformly aiming at the Ho- 

eſs, and Happineſs of Mankind, were ne- 
ver encouraged by the Prince of Parkneſs. 
It is an utter Inconſiſtency, in the Nature of. 
Things, that they ſhould be ſo. No Man. 
could do the Works that He did, unleſs. Gop 
was with him; his Works of fo much Pow-. 
er to recommend ſuch an Inſtitution. Now. 
thus to. repreſent the Miracles of Chriſt ; to. 
endeavour to give ſuch a View. of them, and 
recommend a thorough Acquaintance with 
them, is one material Part of the Work of 
thoſe who are ſet for the Defence of the 
— and peculiarly tend to promote, and 
confirm our Knowledge of him, as a Prophet 
of Gop ; as the Son of Gop; as the Saviour 
of the World ; and one who was in all Re- 
ſpects; without Queſtion, what le aſſerted 
and declared himſelf to be. 

Seventbly, By the Knowkides of; Chriſt, 
we may underſtand the Knowledge of his Suf- 
feritgs and Death. But thoſe I ſhall have 
Occaſion to . conſider under the other Head, 
when I come to enquire what 1 is meant by. 
8 Cbri 0 n 
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Bigbtbiy, By the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
may be underſtood the Knowledge of his Re- 
ſurrection. | | | 

To knw Chrift, we muſt know that he 
aroſe again from the Dead on the third Day, 


according to the Scriptures. That as he had 
Power to lay down his Life, ſo he had Power 


alſo to take it again; and that accordingly, he 


did riſe again from the Dead, and became 


the firſt Fruits of them that ſlept. See the 
Deſcription he gives of himſelf in Revela- 
tions i. 18, Tam be that ltveth, and was dead; 
aud behold, I am alive for ever more, Amen; 
And have the Keys of Hell and of Death. 
He made it manifeſt by his triumphing over 
Death, and the Grave, that he could not be 
confined by them, or kept under their Do- 
minion. The Keys of Death, and of the 
inviſible World were in his Hand, and he 
aroſe from the Grave with as much Eaſe, as 
a Perſon, who hath the Key, opens his Way 
out of his Cloſet, or Chamber. Now the 


Knowledge of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, is 


a very important Point of Chriſtian Know- 
| ledge, both as it is a mou ſtrong and con- 
vincing Evidence, of the 'Truth of his being 


the Meſſiah; and alſo as it is an Argument 
that he hath Power to raiſe from the Dead 
all thoſe who believe in his Name. In 
the Scriptures we know that Chriſt is raiſed 
from the Dead: We know that he is the 
Son of Gop with Power ; that he —— 
8 E lle 
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filled what was propheſied concerning him; 
| and alſo what he ſpake concerning himſelf 
in this Particular, while yet alive; and that 
he is able likewiſe to accompliſh what he faid 
in John v. 25, Ferily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
the Hour is coming and now ts, when the Dead 
Hall hear the Voice of the Son of Gop, and they 
that hear ſhall live. And in Ver. 28, 29, Mar- 
vel not at this, for the Hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in their Graves ſhall hear 
his Voice, and ſhall come forth; they that have 
done Good, unto the Reſurrection of Life; and 
they that have done Evil, unto the Reſurrect- 
ion of Damnation. And in Chap. vi. 39, 40, 
This is the Father's Will which hath ſent me, 
that of all which he hath given me, IT ſhould 
boſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at 
the laſt Day. And this 1s the Will of him 
bat ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the 
1 Son, and believeth on him, may have everlaſt- 
1 Ing Life : And T will raiſe him up at the 
10 laft Day. And Ver. 44, No Man can come 
1 to me except the Father which hath ſent me, 
i draw bim; and I will raiſe him up at the 
i loft Day. And again Ver. 54, Whoſo eateth 
Ii my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, hath eternal 
ll Life; and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 
þ See alſo the Apoſtle Paul's reaſoning on this 
Head, 1 Cor. xv. 12, &c. Now, ſays he, if 
| Chriſt be preached that he roſe from the Dead, 
1 how ſay ſome among you, that there is no Re- 
| furrection of the Dead? But if there be no 
| 


Reſur- 
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Reſurrection of the Dead, then is Chriſt not 
riſen. And if Chriſt be not riſen, then is our 
Preaching vain, and your Faith is alſo vain. 
Ver. 20, &c. .But now 1s Chriſt riſen from 
the Dead, and become the Firſt-fruits of them 
that flept. For fince by Man came Death, by 
Man came alſo the Reſurrection of the Dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive. But every Man in his own 
Order: Chriſt the Firſt-fruits, afterwards 
they that are Chriſt's at his coming. But I 
muſt haſten, | 

 Ninthly, By knowing Chriſt, we may 
underſtand knowing him as an Interceſſor fer 
his People, at his Father's Right-hand. 

HE is in the Goſpel repreſented to us, as 
one who ever hveth to make Interceſſion for us. 
He did not leave off the Care of his People 
when. he left this preſent World, but as he 
promiſed his Diſciples before he was taken 
from them, that he would intercede with the 
Father, to ſend them another Comforter, John 
xiv. 16, 17, that might abide with them for 
ever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the 
World cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, 
neither knoweth him. I ſay, as he promiſed 
His Diſciples, that he would thus intercede 
with the Father for a Comforter to be ſent 
to them; ſo he actually fulfilled his Word 
by ſending the Holy Ghoſt upon them, as you 
may ſee in Acts ii. 4. On which Occaſion, 
Peter ſays, Ver. 32, This Jeſus hath Gon 

„ raiſed 
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raiſed up, whereof we all are Witne 
Therefore being by the Right-band of C 
exalted, and having 7 of the Father 
the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoft, he hath fhed 
ferth this which ye now ſee and hear, This 
was the Firſt- fruits of his Intercefſion : And 
it was a very comforting and confirming Ar- 
gument to his Difciples, that he would, and 

that he could, be a ſucceſsful Advocate, and 

Interceſſor for them, in all things neceffary 
to further their Safety, Improvement, _ 
Happineſs. 
25 enthly, BY knowing Chriſt Jeſus, we 
may underſtand knowing him, as the Tuage of 
the World, who will come again in the Glo- 
ry of his Father, with his holy Angels, to 
aſſign to every one his Portion, 

Ix is faid in Jahn v. 22, That the Father 
Judgeth no Man; but hath committed all Tudg- 
ment unto the Son. And in Ver. 26, 27, 
For as the Father hath Life in timfelf 1 
hath he given to the Son to have Life in him- 
ſelf: And hath given him Authority to execute 
Judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of Man. 
And in As xvii. 31, He bath appointed a 
Day in the which bs will judge the World in 
Rightemſur, hoof that Man whom he hath or- 


dained, whereof he hath given A, . unto 


all Men, in that be K raiſed him from the 
Dead. Here we ſee our b led Redeemer, 
(who while he converſed upon Earth, was 
in yo Form of a Servant, and had not where | 

to 
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to lay his Head) appearing in great Dignity 
and Glory, as the Sovereign Diſpoſer of the 
Conditions of all Mankind: For before him 
ſhall be gathered all Nations, «and he ſhall ſe- 


parate them one from another, as a Shepherd 


divideth his Sheep from the Goats. And he 
ſhall ſet the Sheep on his Right-hand; but 
the Goats on the Left. Then ſhall the Wicked 


go away into everlaſting - Puniſhment; but the 


Rigbteous into Lie eternal. 

Tnus I have endeavoured to ſhew you, 
in ſeveral Particulars, what we may under- 
ſtand by knowing Chriſt Jeſus. I ſhould now 
go on to enquire in the ſecond Place, what is 


particularly meant by &n&ving Chriſt Cru- 


cified ; but that muſt be the Subject of my 
next Diſcourſe. | 


SERMON III. 
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In the” iſt Epiſtle of St. PAUL to "Y 


Corinthians, CHAP, 2. 


— For I determined not to know any 


thing among you, ſave Jus Chriſt, 
and Him Crucifiea, 


IT 5 Entrance on this Subject 1 
AB propoſed to purſue the following 


I. To ſhew, what we are to underſtand 
by knowing Chriſt, and him Crucified. 
II. To lay before you, the great Impor- 
tance and Neceſſity of this Knowledge, 
_ III 
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III. To eonſider, what Influence this 
Knowledge ought to have upon us. 


' I. Wu AT we are to underſtand -by the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and him Crucified. 
This I propoſed to divide into two Heads. 


Firſt, WHAT we are to underſtand. by 


knowing Chriſt. And 
Secondly, War is more particularly 
meant by knowing him Crucified. 


I TorLD you the laſt Lord's Day, that the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, conſiſts in the follow- 
ing Particulars, That is, the Knowledge of 
him as propheſied of in the Old Teſtament. 
Of his coming into the World in our 
Nature. Of thoſe Offices which he was 
to execute. Particularly, the Office of a Pro- 
phet, of a Prieſt, and of a King. The 
Knowledge of the Doctrines which he taught 
in his Goſpel. Of his Life and Example. 


wrought for the Confirmation of his divine 
Doctrine. The Knowledge of his Suf- 
ferings, Death and Reſurrection; and alſo 
of his Interceſſion with his Father, for his 
Diſciples and Followers. And Finally, 
The Knowing him, as the Judge of the 
World, who will come again in the Gl 

of his Father, with his holy Angels, to aſ- 
fign to every one his Portion, 


BuT 


Of thoſe wonderful Works which he 
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Bur to eee We now come, 


II. 1 0 enquire what is particularly meant 


by Knowing Chriſt Cruciſied. 


Fr1s is a very material and im 
Part of Chriſtian Knowledge. Without. this, 
all our other Knowledge of him is incompe- 
tent, and inſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſes 


of our Comfort and Satisfaction in this pre- 


ſent World, and our everlaſting Salvation in 
the World to come. It is Chriſt Crucified, 
who is the Saviour of them that believe: For 
without ſhedding of Blood, there is no Reniiſ- 
fron of Sins. And therefore Chriſt, our Deli- 
verer, our Redeemer, hath in the F ulneſs of 

Time appeared in the Fleſh, to put away 


Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. This is the 


wiſe Appointment of infinite Wiſdom, for 
the Deliverance of an unhappy, ſinful Race 
of Creatures, from the Corruption, and Mi- 
ſery, in which they had involved themſelves. 
This Doctrine of the Croſs, and of Salva- 


tion throug h a Crucified Saviour, is indeed, 


as the Apettle ſpeaks, unto them that periſh, 
. It is not ſeen by the carnal and 
corrupt Reaſoning of Men. It was, as the 
Apoſtle tells us, is the Jews a ſtumbling Block; 
and to the Greeks, Foolifhneſs'; but unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, it 
is the Power of Gop, and the Wiſdom of 
Gop. It is, as he obſerves, Ver. 7, of the 
Chapter of which our Text is a Part, The 
Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom of. Gop in a Myſtery, Even the bid- 
den Wiſdom which Gov ordained before the 
| World unto our Glory. This was /igntfied by 
the Spirit of Chriſt, which was in the Pro- 
phets, who teſtified before-hand the Sufferings 
of Chriſt, and the Glory that ſhould follow. 
Unto whom it was revealed, that. not unto 
themſelves, but unto us they did miniſter the 
Things which are now reported unto you, by 
them that have preached the Goſpel unto you; 
which the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven 
which Things the Angels deſire to look into, 
1ſt Peter i. 11, 12. Even thoſe glorious 
and happy Creatures are repreſented as en- 
quiring after, and moſt earneſtly deſirous -of 
looking into, this great Myſtery of divine 
Love and Mercy. And ſurely it is much 
more our peculiar Buſineſs who are more im- 
mediately concerned in the Caſe : For he 
took not upon him the Nature of Angels, but 
the Seed of Abraham. For as much then as 
the Children are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, 
be alſo himſelf likewiſe took Part of the ſame, 
that through Death he might deftroy him that 
had the Power of Death, that is, the Devil: 
And deliver them, who through Fear of Death, 
were all their Life-time ſubject to Bondage. 
For verily he took not on bim the Nature of 
Angels: But he took on him the Seed of Abra- 
ham. Wherefore in all Things it behovedghim 
to be made like unto his Brethren, that he might 
be a merciful and a faithful High-Prieſt, in 
"$54 ; F Things 


of 
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' Things pertaining to Gor, to make Recon- 
relation for the Sins of the People, Heb. ii. 


14. 18. But particularly, 
—In the „ Place, N 

- By knowing Chriſt Jeſus as crucified, we 
may underſtand the Knowledge of the Matter 
of Faft, with the many Circumſtances of Ag- 


Ta which attended it. 


Tus, it is proper that the Followers of 
Chriſt ſhould be acquainted with ; and that 


2 the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould repreſent and 


lay before them, as a Subject fit for them 


_ ſome times to employ their Thoughts and 


Reflections upon. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
the Lord of Life and Glory, who came into 
this World upon the kindeſt and moſt mer- 
ciful Deſign towards Sinners, miſerable Sin- 
ners; ought ſurely to be the Object of their 
Wonder and 3 Even He who was 
in the Whole Extent of his Being here upon 
Earth, from his Birth to his Grave, in a 
State of Suffering : For He was born in a 
7 ij and had not where to 

his Head. He was deſpiſed and rejected 
Men ; a Man of Sorrows ; and acquaint- 
ed with Grief. He was reviled, ſpit upon, 
and repreſented in many Caſes in the moſt 
odious Colours, and treated with the utmoſt 
Scorn- and Contempt. But that Part of his 
Sufferings which was the moſt eminent and 


remarkable, and which comes -more imme- 


diately under our preſent Conſideration, is the 
a EY laft 
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laſt Scene of them, even his Crucifixzon. Af- 
ter he was unjuſtly accuſed and condemn'd, 
they Crucified him, together with two Ma- 
lefactors; one on his Right-hand, and the 
other on his Left. The Manner of this 
Death by Crucifixion was thus: — The Body 
of the Perſon crucified, was faſtened to a 
ſtrait Beam, or Piece of Timber, athwart 
which, there was fixed another Beam, where- 
on his Arms were extended on either Side; 
and his Hands and Feet were faſtened with 
Nails to the Wood; in which Poſture he 
continued for ſeveral Hours, in great Pain 
and Anguiſh; dying a lingering Death, and 
expoſed to the Inſults, Deriſion, and Con- 
tempt of the People. This was the Death 

which the Romans inflicted upon Slaves, or 
Strangers, when they were convicted of the 
moſt ſcandalous and deteſtable Crimes. But 
it was a kind of Death which a Citizen, or 
Free-man of Rome was by no Means to un- 
dergo, though he was ever ſo great an Offen- 
der. Vet thus died our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Here you have a Perſon of 
the greateſt Dignity, treated in this Circum- 
ſtance, as the vileſt Slave; yea, with the 
moſt ſhocking Cruelty and Contempt. A 
Perſon of the moſt perfect and unſpotted In- 
nocence, uſed as the moſt heinous and enor- 
mous Criminal. One who deſerved the Af- 
fection and Adoration of all Mankind, ſuf- 
fering through the - e 

2 en, 
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Men, the moſt ſhameful and curſed Death; 
even He who had been promiſed as the 
greateſt Bleſſing to the very People who were 
the' principal Inſtruments of his Suffering ; 


and whoſe Coming they had expected with 


great Deſire and Impatience. A Perſon con- 
eerning whom, even his Heathen Judge de- 
elared once and again, that he could find no 


Fault in him. But yet through the Clamour 


and riotous Importunity of thoſe very People 
to whom he was more immediately ſent, a 
Condemnation was extorted from the Judge, 


and the barbarous Execution inflicted. Thus 


was Chriſt crucified through the Malice and 
Wickedneſs of his own Countrymen, who 
afterwards received and rejoiced in him, as 
the greateſt and moſt valuable Bleſſing they 
were- capable of enjoying ; or that ever was 
offered to any Nation. This was the Treat- 
ment which the Son of Gop, in our Nature, 
met with amongſt ſinfſul Men. What a 
Shame and Reproach is it to humane Nature 
that they ſhould be capable of thus uſing the 
Greateſt, the moſt Glorious, the moſt Inno- 
cent, Uſeful, Kind, and Benevolent Perſon, 
that ever appeared amongſt Mankind, upon 
the Face of the whole Earth!---To have 
dealt thus by an eminently virtuous Man 
in any Circumſtances of Life, would have 
left a Stain upon the Characters of all 
the Promoters of it: But thus to deal by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was all _ 
e222 neſs, 
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neſs, and whoſe very Deſign in coming into 


the World, was to do the greateſt Good to 
humane Creatures; to deliver them from 
Miſery, and to promote their Happineſs in 
the moſt eſſential Part: I ſay, to deal thus 
with Him, ſhews a Depth of Wickedneſs 
beyond Expreſſion; and is a good Argument 
to prove, that humane Nature, in Reality, 
ſtood in the greateſt Need of ſuch a Phyſi- 
cian, to rectify, heal, and cure it of thoſe 
diſorderly Paſſions and Prejudices, that pre- 
vailed in, and over- ruled it. 

Secondly, By the Knowledge of Chriſt 
Crucified, we may underſtand he Knowledge 
F his voluntary Submitting to thoſe Siffer- 
ings. 0 

1 E was indeed crucified through the Ma- 
lice of Men; and they were actually guilty 
of doing as great an Act of Violence and 
Injuſtice to him, as they would if he had 
been ever ſo unwilling to ſuffer ſuch a Death. 
It was however what he voluntarily ſubmit- 
ted to, according to that original Counſel of 
nar which was between the Father and _= 
Don. LT lay down my Life for the Sheep, John 
Nang dvd in Van — 8, Therefore doth 
my Father love me, becauſe I lay down my 
Life, that I may take it again. No Man 
 taketh it from me, but J lay it down of 


e,: J have Power to lay it down; ahd 1 


have Power to take it again. This Command- 
ment have I received of my Father. He had 
845 Power 
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Power to lay it down, and Power to take 
it again, and to prevent its being taken from 
him. It was true what he ſaid to Plate, 
not only with reſpect to him, but to all Men, 
even his bittereſt Enemies and Perſecutors, that 
not one of them could have any Power over 
him, but what was given him from Above. 
Pilate ſaid, Jobn xix. 10, Speakeſt thou not 
unto me? Knoweſt thou not that I have Power 
fo cruciſy thee ? and have Power to releaſe 

thee ? To which our bleſſed Lord anſwered 

in Ver. 11, Thou couldeſt have no Power 
at all againſt me, except it were given thee 

from Above. To crucify the Lord of Glo- 
ry; to inflict ſuch a painful and ignomini- 

ous Death upon him, is what all the Power 

and Malice of Men and Devils could never 

have- done againſt his Will, or without his 

Conſent. He could eaſily have deſtroyed all 

the Enemies that roſe up againſt him. Ac- 

cordingly he is faid to offer up b1mſelf ; and to 

give his Life a Ranſom for many, Matt. 20, 
28. And in Heb.-ix. 13, 14, 1f the Blood 

of Bulls and of Goats, and the Aſhes of an 

Herfer ſprinkling the Unclean, - fan#ifieth to 

the purifying of the Fleſh; How much more 

fall the Blood of Chriſt, who through the eter- 
nal Spirit offered himſelf without Spot to Gop, 

purge your Conſcience from dead Works to 
ſerve the living Gop? He offered himſelf 
without Spot to Gop, In him it was ve- 

luntary, and an Act of Choice; 2 

| 8 


the ſame Time, it was in his Enemies and 


Perſecutors, an Act of the greateſt Violence 
and Injuſtice. TOP 

- Thirdly, By knowing Chriſt crucified, we 
may underſtand ænouing that there was ſome 
great, and wiſe, and important End to be pro- 
moted by ſuch a Perſon's undergoing ſuch Suf- 

invs. | | 

—— was the only begotten Son of Gop, 
who was made Fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, 
that ſuffered thoſe Things. He was the 
Prince of Peace; the Emanuel, Gop with 
us: A Perfon who had proved himſelf by 
many Miracles and wonderful Works, to. be 
the Son of Gop with Power. This was the 
Man whom they flew, and hanged on a Tree. 


Now ſurely it is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 


when ſuch a Perſon hath thus ſuffered in 
ſuch a Manner, there muſt be ſome Ends, 
of the utmoſt Conſequence, to be anſwered 
by it. Chriſt the Son of Gop, who had Pow- 
er to lay down his Life, and had Power 
to take it again, was not ſent into this 
World, was not treated with Ignominy and 
Contempt, and at laſt crucified and flain, for 
Nothing. - Such an extraordinary Occurrence 
ſup h, that the divine Wiſdom had ſome 
wile and great Deſigns to anſwer by it, 
Whenever therefore we confider Chriſt, and 


him crucified ; when we conſider who he 


was, and what he ſuffered; we muſt” con- 
clude, that tat unerring Wiſdom, which 


always 
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always proportions the Means, to the End 
which they are to anſwer, did unqueſtiona- 
bly by this Event, deſign to bring to pals 
ſomething of very gent Moment, and Con-. 
ph aig 

Ap this brings ne,, 

Fourtbly, To ſhew you, That by know- 
ing Chriſt crucified, is to be underſtood 
knowing the Ends for which he ſuffered. 

Tnosk we have an Account of in the ho- 
17 Scriptures; and they are Ends worthy of 

infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs; and of "the 
2 Moment and Conſequence to us: 
or as we read in the prophetical Deſcription 
of him in Tſatah liii. 3. and following Ver- 
ſes, He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men, a 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief; ; 
and we hid as it were our Faces from him; he 
was deſpiſed, and wwe eſteemed him not. Sare- 
by he hath born our Griefs, and carried our 
Sorrows': Yet wwe did efteem him ſtricken, 
ſmitten of Gop, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our T ranſgreſions; he was bruiſed 
or our Iniquittes : The Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes we 
are healed. All we, like Sheep, have gone 
aſtray . We have turned every one to his own 
Way, and the LoRD hath laid on him the 
Iniquity of us all: He was oppreſſed, and be 
was afjutted, yet he opened not his Mouth : He 
7s brought as — Lamb to the Slaughter, and 

as a Sheep before her Shearers 1s = % be 
opened 
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openeth not his Mouth. He was taken from 
Priſon, and from Judgment: And who ſhall 
declare his Generation? For he was cut off 
out of the Land of the Living: For the 
Tranſgreſſion of my People was he ft chen. 
And it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and 
to put him to Grief, when be made his Soul 
an Offering for Sin, that he might ſee his 
Seed, and prolong his Days, and that the Plea- 
ſure of the LoRD migbt proſper in his Hand. 


Therefore did the LoRD divide him a Portion 


with the Great, and he did divide the Spoil 
with the Strong, becauſe he poured out his Soul 
unto Death, and he was numbred with the 


Tranſgreſſors, and be bare the Sin of many, 


and made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors. 
So that it was for our Deliverance and Safety, 
that he ſuffered. And theſe are ſome of the 
Ends for which he ſubmitted to this Death 


that I ſhall now mention, vz. | 


I T was to make Satisfaction to the Divine 
Juſtice for Sin; that ſo Gop might be juſt, 
and yet the Juſtifier of them that believe in 
Jeſus. The Wages of Sin is Death. We 


have all finned, and come ſhort of the Glory of 


Gop ; and conſequently, are liable to Con- 
demnation. To make Satisfaction for what 
we have done amiſs, is utterly out of our 
own Power. The Son of Gop, the Second 
Perſon in the Holy Trinity, undertakes in 
our Nature to make this Satisfaction, by his 
perfect Obedience to the Will of Gop, and 
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by dying on the Croſs, as a Sacrifice for Sin ; 
a propitiatory Sacrifice; or, according to the 
Apoſtle's 1 by bearing our Sins in 
his own Body upon the Tree, Thus as we 
have it in Rom. iii. 25, 26, Gop bath ſet 
him forth to be a Propitiation, through Faith 
in his Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs jor 
the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, through 
the Forbearance of Gop. To declare, I ſay, at 
that Time, his Righteouſneſs : That he might be 
juſt, and the Fuſtifier of him whith behieveth 
in Jeſus. He is our Peace. His Blood is 
the Blood of Atonement, according to that 
Expreſſion in 1 Pet. iii. 18, Chrift once ſuf- 
fered for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, (that 
he might bring us to Gop) being put to Death 
in the Fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit. 
_ ANOTHER End of his Sufferings was to be 
a, Ranſom and Price to redeem us from the 
Slavery of Sin and Satan. He gave his Life 
4 Ranſom far many. He died to redeem us 
from all Iniquity: To purchaſe our Freedom 
from that unhappy Bondage and Slavery in 
which we had involved ourſelves; and to 
bring us into the glorious Liberty of the Chil- 
dren of Gop, F 
. FARTHER, he was crucified to purchaſe 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs of Sins, for all them 
that truly repent, and believe in his Name. 
This, ſays our Saviour, is my Blood of the 
New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many, for 
* the Remiſſion of Sins, Matt. xxvi. 28. And 
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Au Eli Coutifted.” 55 | 
in Epheſ. i. 7, you have theſe Comfortable 1 
Words, In whom we have Redemption through bil 
his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins; accord. 
ing to the Riches of his Grace. 

AnoTHER End of Chriſt's thus ſuffering, 
is to ſhew and make us ſenſible, fully ſen- 
fible, of the irreconcilable Hatred of Gop 

to Sin; which he would not pardon but on 
Account of ſuch a Sacrifice, and ſuch a Sa- 
tisfaction; and to convince us that we can 
never hope while we love, and live, in the 
allowed Practice of Sin, for an Intereſt in 
his Favour and Friendſhip. 

ANorHER End was to deſtroy Death, and 
to overcome him that had the Power of 
Death, that is, the Devil, And finally, to 
purchaſe Life and Immortality for all thoſe 
who believe in, and obey him ; and are made 
conformable to his Death, by dying unto Sin. 
For if ve be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live 
with him : And if we ſuffer with him (by 

_ crucifying the Fleſh with its Aﬀections and 
Luſts) we hall alſo reign with him in Glory 
and Honour, and Immortality. But 

Fifthly, To know Chriſt crucified, 1s to 
know that the Meffiah, the Ghriſt, was to ſuf- 
fer ſuch Things, according to the Predictions 

of the Prophets concerning him. And conſe- 
quently, that thoſe his Sufferings, could not 
in Reaſon be any thing like a Stumbling- 
block to the Jews; or any good Ground for 
their rejecting him. N 5 
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Tnar Chriſt was to ſuffer ſuch Things, 
our Saviour himſelf ſhewed to his Diſciples, 
Matt. xvi. 21, From that Time forth began 


Jeſus to ſhew unto his Dye. how that he muſt 


go unto Feruſalem, and ſuffer many Things of 
the Elders, and chief ' Prieſts, and Scribes, 


and be killed, and be raiſed again the third 


Day. And in Luke xxiv. 44, And be ſaid 
unto them, Theſe are the Words which I ſpake 


unto you, while I was yet with you, that all 


Things muſt be fulfilled which were written in 
the Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and 
in the Pſalms, concerning me. Then opened 


be their Underſtanding, that they might under- 


ſtand the Scriptures ; and ſaid unto them, thus 
it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to 


ſuffer, and to riſe from the Dead on the third 


Day. And in Matt. xxvi. when our Sa- 


viour was apprehended, and Peter drew his 
| Sword and ſtruck one of the Servants of the 


High Prieſt, and ſmote off his Ear; our 
Lord ſays upon that Occaſion, unto him that 
did it, Ver 52, &c. Put up again thy Sword 


into his Place; for all they that take the 
Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword. Thinkeſt 


thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, 
and he ſhall preſently give me more than twelve 
Legions of Angels? But how then ſhall the 
Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it muſt be? 
In P/alm xxii. 16, 17, you have theſe Words, 
For Dogs have compaſſed me, the Aſſembly of 
the Wicked have inchjed me: They pierced my 
85 4 


Hands and my Feet: I may tell all my Bones. 


They look and flare upon me: They part my 


Garments among them, and caſt Lots 1 0 my 
Veſture. It was written concerning him in 
many Places in the facred Scriptures, that 
thus it muſt be; for his Suffering was ſo far 
from being againſt the real Deſign of Chriſt, 
that he could not have been the Chriſt, the 
Saviour of the World, if he had not thus 
ſuffered. And the Apoſtle Peter when he 
was diſcourſing to the People in 4s iii. he 
tells them, Ver. 15, That they had killed 
the Prince of Life, whom Gop had raiſed 
from the Dead, whereof we are Witneſſes. 
But (ſays he, Ver. 17, 18,) Brethren, I wot 
that through Ignorance ye did it, as did 
alſo your Rulers, But thoſe Things which 
Gop before had ſhewed by the Mouth of all his 
Prophets, that Chrift ſhould ſuffer, he hath ſo 
fulfilled. And in Chap, xxvi. 22, 23, St. 
Paul exprefles himſelf thus, Having there- 
fore obtained Help of Gop, I continue unto 
this Day, witneſſing both to Small and Great, 
ſaying none other Things than thoſe which the 
Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come: That 
Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the 
Firſt that ſhould riſe from the Dead, and 
Should fhew Light unto the People, and to 
the Gentiles. Mo 

S:xthly, To know Chriſt crucified, is to 
know the Spirit and Temper with which he 
Suffered. 


IT 
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Ix was with ſuch a Spirit, as became the 
Son of Gop, and Prince of Peace. He ſuf- 
fered with a Spirit of Patience, Meekneſs, 
and Obedience; and alſo with a forgiving 
Spirit; even towards his Enemies : For when 
on the Croſs, he prayed, ſaying, Father for- 
give them, for they know not what they do. 
— ſuffered with ſuch a Spirit as is well wor- 

hy the Contemplation, and Imitation of 

Il thoſe who profeſs themſelves his Fol- 
lowers. 

Seventhly, and Laſtly, to know Chriſt cru- 
cified, is to know the Succeſs he had in an- 
fewering the Ends for which he . himſelf 
up, on the Croſs, to Gop. 

He was accepted in his Sufferings; and the 
Father was well pleaſed in him, as having 
finiſhed the Work, the great and important 
Work, which he undertook here upon Earth 
for the Glory of Gop, and the Salvation of 
Sinners.. His Reſurrection from the Dead; 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven; and his ſending 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to the Promiſe 
which he made to his Diſciples, while with 
them upon Earth: Theſe Things are full 
Proofs that what he had done, and ſuffered 
here below, for the Satisfaction of divine 

Juſtice, and for the procuring of Pardon, of 
Peace, and Salvation for his Followers, was 
pleaſing. to his Father, and effectual for the | 
Safety and Happineſs of all true Believers, 
There ts therefore now no Condemnation to 
them 


& 
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them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not 


after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Thus 


you ſee, in ſome Meaſure, what we are to 
underſtand by knowing Chriſt crucified. It 
is to know the Matter of Fact, with the 
many Circumſtances, and Aggravations that 
attended it. It is to know that he volunta- 
rily, and of Choice, ſubmitted to his Suf- 
ferings; and that there were ſome great, and 
wiſe, and important Intentions and Deſigns 
to be anſwered by ſuch a Perſon's undergo- 
ing them. It is to know the Ends for which 


he thus ſuffered : And that according to the 


Predictions of the Prophets concerning him, 
as the Meſſiah, thoſe Sufferings were what 
he was to expect; and therefore that they 
were ſo far from being an Objection againſt 
his being received by the Jews, that they 
were in Reality an Argument in Favour of 


his Miſſion. It is to know with what Sp/- 


rit and Temper he underwent his Sufferings : 
And the Succeſs that he had in anſwering 


the Ends for which he offered W up, on 


the Croſs to Goo. 
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tance, and d Neceſſity of this Knowledge. 


In the Iſt Epiſtle of St. PAUL to the 


Corinthians, CHAP. ii. 2. 


— For I determined not to 2 an 
thing among you, ſave Feſus Clrif, 
and Him Cruciſied. 


2 a Z AVING in the foregoing Diſcourſes 


$ ſhewed what we may in the 


"_ Firſl PL Ac , underſtand by 
ee Jeſus Chriſt; and what more pe- 
culiarly by knowing Chriſt crucified ; I now 
come, according to method, 

SECONDLY, To conſider the Great Im 


AND 
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Anp here in the it Place, to know 
Chriſt, and him crucified, is of great Neceſ- 
fity and Importance, as it is the Knowledge 
of thoſe Things in which we are principally 
concerned, as being © guilty Creatures, obnoxi- 
cus to the divine Diſpleaſure, and to everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction. | | 
Man, while he was in a State of Inno- 
cence, had no need of a Mediator. He was 
capable of knowing and doing the Will of 
Gop. He was made upright, and while 
he continued fo, all his Services were accept- 
able to his Creator; and he was aſſured of 
his Favour and Friendſhip. But when he 
finned, he revolted from his Allegiance ; he 
rejected the divine Government, and forfeited 
all that Favour, Protection, and Ha pines : 
In a Word, all thoſe Priviledges which he 
had a Right to by the Law of his Creation. 
Gop gave him a Capacity of continuing ho- 
ly; and conſequently, of continuing happy : 
But at the ſame Inſtant that he loſt his Holi- 
neſs, he loſt his Happineſs; for there is no 
Favour of Gop, and conſequently no Feli- 
city due to unholy Creatures, who are vo- 
luntarily become ſuch, when they had a 
Power of being otherwiſe. In order there- 
fore to our being made capable of any far- 
ther Priviledges, or Felicity; it was become 
neceſſary that Matters ſhould be put upon a 
new Foundation: Our whole Claim being, 
by the Law of Innocence, become void. 
I "© 00 And 
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And if any Proviſion is made for our being 
again reſtored to the Favour and Friendſhip 
of Gop, after ſuch a Forfeiture, it muſt be 
by a Diſpenſation of Grace. Now this is 
what is explained in what we call the New 
Covenant: in which Gop is in Chrift Feſus, 
reconciling the World unto himſelf, not imput- 
ing their Treſpaſſes unto them. In this Co- 
venant it was ſtipulated, or agreed upon, be- 
tween Gop the Father, and Gop the Son, 
that upon Conſideration of ſuch, and ſuch 
Things to be done, and ſuffer'd by the Son 
of Gop in our Nature, there ſhould be Par- 
don and Remiſſion of Sins; alſo Safety and 
Happineſs granted to as many as received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and walk in him: 
Even to all thoſe who believe on the Name 
of the Son of Gop ; who truly repent of 
their Sins, and yield ſincere and ke <ruth'y 
though imperfect Obedience to his Will. 
Nov the Knowledge of Chriſt, and him cru- 
cified, is the Knowledge of this Method 
of divine Grace : And conſequently, it is 
that Knowledge inhich all reaſonable Crea- 
tures, here upon Earth, are principally con- 
cerned, What ſignifieth all other Know- 
ledge, to Creatures in a State of Guilt, and 
Miſery, in Compariſon of the Knowledge of 
thoſe Things, which are neccflary to our De- 
Iiverance out of that unhappy Condition? 
If our Knowledge was extended to every 
thing that is to be known by Mankind, in 
ny our 
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our preſent State, beſides it; if our Capaci- 
ties were filled in the higheſt Degree, with 
the Wiſdom of Politicians and Philoſophers; 
acquainted with all Arts and Sciences; with 
all the Learning of paſt, and preſent Times ; 
it would all be of but little Conſequence to 
us, without the Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified; which is unto us, as the Caſe 
now ſtands, the one Thing principally need- 
ful. The Knowledge of other Things, may 
be both ornamental, and uſeful; and ve 

deſirable, when it is in Conjunction with the 
Knowledge of the Things that concern our 
Peace : But without this, or in Compariſon 
with this, it is but of very little Conſequence, 
Moment, or Importance. It may indeed 
procure us the Admiration, and Eſteem of 
Men, and the Honours of this preſent World, 
for a little Time ; but it will be of no Ef- 


ficacy, toward the eternal Safety and Happi- 


neſs of our Souls: And this is what, as 
reaſonable Creatures, we ought principally, 
and in the firſt Place to learn. The Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and him crucified, will plain- 
ly appear to be our principal Concern, if we 
conſider it in this double View; as it is ne- 
ceſſary to our Safety and Happineſs hereafter ; 
and as it 1s neceſſary to our Cemfort and Sa- 
tigfaction here. 

THERE is, as the Apoſtle ſays, Salvation 
by no other : For there is none other Name un- 
der Heaven given among Men whereby awe 
1 mut 
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muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. It is Jeſus that 
detivereth us from the Wrath to come; and 
purchaſed for us Eternal Life. And it is 
only by the Merit of his Death, that we can 
live, and be happy for ever. The Apoſtle 
Paul ſays, in Rom. x. q, and following Verſes, 
If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord 
Jeſus; and ſhalt believe in thine Heart, that 
Gap hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt 
be ſaved, For with the Heart Man believeth 
unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Con- 
feſton is made unto Salvation. For the Scrip- 
ture faith, Whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall 
nat be aſhamed. For there is no Difference 
between the Jeu and the Greek : Fur the ſame 
Loxp over all, is rich unto all that call upon 
bim. For whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name 
off the LorD, ſhall be ſaved. But ſays he, 
Ver. 14, How then ſhall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And bow ſhall 
they believe in him of whom they bave not 
heard ? And how ſhall they hear without a 
Preacher ? It is neceflary that the Know- 
ledge of thoſe Things ſhould be publiſhed, 
and promoted by thoſe who are the Preachers 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for Faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of Gon. 
Without Faith in him, where there is the 
Knowledge of him, there can be no. Salva- 
tion by bim; but where the Knowledge of 
him is not revealed, there can be no Faith 
in him, It is therefore plainly neceſſary to 


our 


who have heard the good Tydings which the 
Goſpel brings, ſhould know Chrift, and him 


crucified. 


AND as it is neceſſary to our Safety and 


Happineſs hereafter ; ſo likewiſe fo our Com- 
fort and Satisfattion bere. For guilty, of- 
fending Creatures, as we all are, can have no 
good ' Grounds for inward Peace, and. Satis- 
faction of Mind in this World, unleſs they 
know that there is Forgiveneſs with Gop, 
that he may be feared : And this they know, 
only, by knowing Chriſt, and him crucified; 


for it is only by him, and through the Me- 


rit of his Blood, that we have the Aſſurance 
of Pardon, and Remiſſion of Sins; Peace 
with Gop; the Juſtification of our Perſons ; 


and Finally, the divine Acceptance, unto Eter- 


nal Life. 

Secondly, TE Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, is of great Importance, as it 
tends to give us humble and low Thoughts of 
our ſelues; and to abate that Spirit of Pride, 
and Preſumption, which works ſo powerful- 
ly in humane Nature. | 

Wuar haſt thou, O Man, that thou didjt 
not receive? And what is there that thou 
didſt originally receive, that thou haft not 
forfeited by thy Sin and Folly? What is 
there to which thou art now reſtored, but 
what. is entirely owing to Grace and Favour, 
without any, the leaſt Shadow of Merit on 
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ou Ae Safety and Happineſs, that we, 
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thy Part, to deſerve it? And yet, how apt 


are we afterwards to have, and entertain, 


Great and high Thoughts concerning our 
ſelves, and to be vainly puffed up in our Fleſhly 


Minds? This Spirit is very hateful to Gop; 


and very hardly ſubdued by Men. But in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and him crucified, we 
plainly fee that we have nothing of our own 
to Glory in; that we have nothing to value 


ourſelves upon ; for every Mercy we receive, 
and enjoy, is purely the Gift of Gop, through 


the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: Therefore 
no Fleſh ſbould glory in his Preſence. How 
ſhould it humble and caſt down the Deſpi- 
cable Pride of humane Nature, when we 
conſider, that we had ſo far degraded, and 
ruined ourſelves, by the Abuſe of our Pow- 
ers and Faculties? That we were ſunk ſo 


low, and become ſo corrupt, as that we were 


not to be reſtored to the Divine Favour, or 
to any Hope of it, without ſo great an Ex- 
pence, as the Blood of the Son of Gop ? 
How vile and odious ſhould we be in our 
ſelves, and how humble in the Temper of 
our Spirits, when we conſider that we have 
ſo far departed from the Glory and Happi- 
neſs of our Nature, as not to be capable of re- 
gaining either, or taking any Steps toward 
it, without the Merit and Sufferings of a Me- 
diator? If then we are redeemed through 
the Mercy and Condeſcenſion of Gop, in 
Chriſt Jeſus, to a State of Hope; and 4 

us 


% 


And Him Crucified. 65 
thus raiſed again to Circumſtances of Dig- 


nity, and Honour; ſurely we have no Cauſe 
of boaſting, but ought humbly to acknow- 
ledge and adore, the undeſerved Goodneſs 
which ſaved us, when we had deſtroy'd our 
ſelves! It is, as the Apoſtle ſays, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who of Gop is made unto us 
Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and SantHfica- 
tion, and Redemption: That according as it is 
written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 

Thi dh, The Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, is of great Neceſſity and Im- 
portance, as it gives us an amiable View 9 
the Divine Mercy and Compaſſion ; and tends 


to promote in us ſuitable Diſpeſitions, toward : 


him who hath ſo loved us, as to give his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him 
might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 

Is it not adorable Mercy and Compaſſion, 
in the Great and Holy Gop, that when we 
were become guilty, and not to be relieved, 
not to be pardoned, and reſtored to Favour 


and Happineſs, but by a proper propitiatory 
Sacrifice: Is it not, I ſay in this Caſe, ado- 


rable Kindneſs and Mercy, in the Great and 


Holy Gop, that he ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all? How 
ſhould we love, and honour, and delight in 
the Service of ſuch a Being, who was wil- 
ling to redeem us from our Captivity, and to 
reſtore us to a State of Hope, at fo great an 


2 Ex- 


. 
— oa 
— —— — . ů —-—-— — — — ———ů— 
us — WY — —_— 
* — — = K ” 


— SID __ A 
0 — : * * 
Dre 


 Reac 


66 The Knowledge of Cukls r, 
Expence, as the Blood, of his only begotten 


Son ? Surely if we conſider our own un- 


happy Condition, and the great Kindneſs of 
Gop, in thus laying Help on One mighty to 


ſave, it will have ſome Tendency to beget 
in us ſuitable Diſpoſitions of Soul, toward 
the Father of Mercies! And in knowing 
Chriſt crucified, according to the determi- 
nate Counſel of the Divine, MAJESTY, for 


our Sakes, we have {ſet before us, in the 


ſtrongeſt, and moſt lively Colours +. the 
Greatneſs of the Divine Love, and Compaſ- 
fion ; and the vaſt Obligations, we are conſe- 


| uently under, to love him, and to live to his 


lo 

Fourthly, TE Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, is of great Neceſſity and Im- 
portance, as it tends to raiſe, and preſerve in 
our Minds, ſuitable Aﬀettions to our bleſſed 
Redeemer, who himſelf bare our Sine, in his 
07011 Body upon the Tree. 

GurArzER Love hath no Man than this, 
ſays our Saviour, that a Man lay down his 
Life for his Friends. This is the utmoſt 

of humane Affection. But ſays the 
Apoſtle St. Paul, Rom. v. 6, 7, 8, When 
Wwe were yet without Strength, in due Time 
Chrift died for the Ungodly. For ſcarcely for 
a righteous Man will one die: Yet peradven- 


ture for a good Man ſome would even dare to 


die. But Gop commendeth his Love toward 
us, in 4 while we were * Sinners, Cbri jp 
die 
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died for us. O bleſſed Jeſus! when we 
know thee as the only begotten of the Fa- 
© ther, full of Grace and Truth; and as the 
: Lord of Life and Glory ; as the Maker 
* and Judge of the World, condeſcending 
to be cloathed in Fleſh; to live a Life of 
Sorrow, and a Life of Suffering; and to 
die an accurſed Death on the Croſs for 
our Sakes, and to redeem us from all Ini- 
0 
: 
* Gop! as ſubmitting to all theſe Indignt- 
* ties upon our Account, and not find ſome 
© ſuitable Affection toward thee, rifing and 
* glowing in our Souls? Gop forbid. 
How ſhould we be aſhamed of our ſelves 
if we don't find our Hearts burn within us, 


in a holy and devout Affection toward our 


bleſſed Redeemer ? Surely, if we are not 
void of all Senſe of Gratitude, we cannot 
but love him, who hath thus loved us. And 
the frequent Conſideration, and Contempla- 
tion of whatever may tend to preſerve and 
increaſe their Thankfulneſs, and Aﬀection to 
him, is what very well becomes all thoſe 
who profeſs to hope for any Benefit by his 
Death. All this is included in an Endeavour 
to know Chriſt Jeſus, and him crucified ; 

to know the Advantages which they enjoy, 
and which they may reap through a crucified 
Saviour; and frequently to view and revolve 
them in their Minds. And this will be a 
2 likely 


quity, and to bring us into a State of Salva- 
tion! Can we know thee, O Lamb of 
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likely Means to raiſe and ſtrengthen in our 
Souls, holy and devout Affections, even ſuch 
as are juſtly due, from guilty Creatures, to 
fach a Perſon, who made himſelf an Offer- 
ing for our Sins and Offences | 

Fifthly, Tue Knowledge of Chrift, and 
him crucified, is of great Neceflity and Im- 
portance, as it tends to animate, encourage, 
and ſupport us, under all the Oppoſitions e — 
meet with from our ſpiritual Enemies, in the 
Purſuit of the Things that concern our Peace. 
- He who hath laid down his Life for 516 
Sheep, will keep them from the prevailing 
Power of all their Adverſaries. They ſhall ne- 
ver periſh, neither ſhall any Man pluck them 
out of his Hands. He that fpared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all; 
How ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 
all Things ? Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
Charge of Govp's Ele? It is Gon that. 
uſtifieth : Who is he that condemneth? It ts 
Chrift that died, yea, rather that is riſen a- 
gain, who is even at the Right-hand of 

Gon, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for us. 
Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Cbriſt? 
Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, 
or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword? 
Nay, in all theſe Things we are more than 
Conquerors, through him that loved us. For 
am perſwaded, that neither Death, nor Life, 
nor Angels, nor Principalittes, nor Powers, 
nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor 

| | Height 
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Height, nor Depth, nar any other Creature, 
E. be able to ſeparate us frow the Love 
Gop, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. j 
Chriſt died to deliver us from the Power 40 
of our Enemies, and to bring us into the 
glorious Liberty of the Children of Gop ; yo 
and if the Son of Gop was crucified for this 
End ; then let not our Hearts fail us in the 1 
Day of Tryal. His Grace is ſufficient for 164 


us. He knows how to deliver the God! ö 
out of Temptation; and he will deliver all fl 


thoſe who put their Truſt in him, and who 
commit themſelves unto him in the Way of 
Well-doing. If we will live Godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, we muſt expect to meet with many. | 
Enemies, much Oppoſition, and many Temp- 4 
_ tations : But he hat died for our Sins, and 
roſe again for our Fuſtification, will ſtrengthen 
us with Str — in our Souls; and make us 
finally more than Conquerors. All the Pro- | 
miſes "wy Gop, are Yea, and Amen, in Chriſt | 
Jeſus, who finiſhed the Work which his | 
Father gave him to do. And thoſe who if 
truly believe in his Name, and that he died | 
to redeem them from all Iniquity, ſhall find, 
that he will not ſuffer them to be tempted, 
above what they are able to bear, but will, 
when they are tempted, make Way for their 
Eſcape. "It is Chriſt the Son of Gop, the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith ; it is he 
that laid down his Life, to deliver us out of 
the Hands of our Enemies: And he will 
1 2 | help 
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help us to conquer whatever Oppoſition we 
may meet with from the World, Fleſh, or 
Devil. We may depend upon it, that the 
great Captain of our Salvation, can, and il 
carry us through all with Succeſs. The Aſ- 
fiſtance which we expect from him, and from 
the Spirit, which he hath purchaſed with his 
Blood, and hath promiſed to them that be- 
lieve; is abundantly ſufficient, to animate, 
and ſupport us, under the ſtrongeſt Aſſaults 
of Temptation, and to keep our Hearts from 
dying within us, under the greateſt Appre- 
henſton of our own Weakneſs, and Inability. 
He that died for us, will not leave us de- 
ſtitute of that Help which is neceſſary to our 
Security and our Happineſs. If we are in 
Reality his Diſciples; if we love the Lord 
Jeſus in Sincerity, we ſhall never fail of Grace 
to help in every Time of Need. We ſhall. 
triumph over all the Enemies of our Souls 
at laſt, and Thall finiſh our Courſe with Joy; 
for he who is with us, in this Caſe, is ſtronger 
than all that are againſt us. 

Tus I have ſhown you that the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and him crucified, is of 
great Neceſſity, and of great Importance, as 
it is the Knowledge of thoſe Things with 
which we are eſpecially concerned, as guilty | 
Creatures; obnoxious to the divine Dit- 
pleaſure, and everlaſting Deſtruction, —-- 
As it is the Knowledge of that which 
it particularly neceſſary to our Safety and 


And Him Cruci ed. 71 
Happineſs, in a future World ; and to our 
Comfort and Satisfaction, in the preſent Life. 

——--I ſhow'd you, that it is of great Im- 
portance, as it is the Knowledge of thoſe 
Things which tend to give us humble and 
low Thoughts of our ſelves; and to cruſh 
that Spirit of Pride and Preſumption, which 
works ſo powerfully in humane Nature. — 
As it gives us an amiable View of the di- 
vine Mercy and Compaſſion; which ſhould 
promote in us, ſuitable Diſpoſitions toward 

im, who ſo loved us, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him, might not periſh, but have everlaſting 


Life. As it helps to raiſe, preſerve, and 


increaſe in our Minds, ſuitable Affections to 
our bleſſed Redeemer, who himſelf bare our 


Sins, in his own Body, upon the Tree. 


Finally, as it tends to animate, encourage, 
and ſupport us, under all the Oppoſition we 
may meet with from our ſpiritual Enemies, 
in the . Purſuit of thoſe Things which con- 
cern our Peace. I ſhould, next go on to 
ſhew you, what Influence this Knowledge of 
Chriſt ought to have upon us. But I ſhall 
conclude - at - preſent, with reading to you 
thoſe Words which you find in the latter 
End of the general Epiſtle of Jude, New 
unto him that is able to 5 you from falling, 


and to preſent you faultleſs before the Preſence 
F bis Glory with exceeding Joy. To the only 
wiſe GOD our Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, 
Dominion and Power, both now, and ever. 
Amen. SERMON V. 
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SERMON V. 
$00020000000000900000000 


In the 1ſt Epiſtle of St. PA UL to the 
Corinthians, Crap. 2. 


E hs ay 
thing among you, ſave 228 Chrift, | 
and Him Crucified. 


E have from theſe Words, 0 as we 


propoſed, at our Entrance on the 
Subject, ) 


Firft Snow you what is implied in know 

- 5 Jeſus Chriſt, and d kim 9 
And in the | 

Second PLAcr, have conſider'd the great 
Importance, and Neceſſity of this Know- 
ledge, — PROCEED we now in the 


Third 
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Mird And laft Place, to ſhew you. what 
Influence this Knowledge ought to have 
upon us. And this will be the proper 
Application of the whole. 


How onght ſuch Creatures as we are, to 
be affected with the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
and him crucified ? How ought we to act? 

Tux great End of Knowledge in humane 

Creatures (Creatures with our Imperfections) 
is the Improvement of our Practice, and our 
Diſpoſitions, Tis not to gratify our Curi- 
oſity: Tis not to entertain and amuſe our 
ſelves with ſpeculative Notions of Things: 
"Tis not to gain Reputation in the World; 
nor to procure the Admiration and Applauſe 
of our Fellow Creatures; but it is to better 
our Spirits, our Affections, and our Lives. 

Tre Enquiry now before us, is more im- 
mediately, how the Knowledge of Chriſt; 
and him crucified, ought to affect and in- 
fluence us? With what Temper of Mind 
ſhould we think on the os e Son 
of Gop, who was made Partaker of Fleſh 
and Blood; who ſubmitted to the Miſeries 
and Afflictions of humane Life, and who 
died an accurſed Death on the Croſs for 
us? What Veneration, what Affection, what 
Gratitude, what Obedience do we owe, and 
ſhould we pay to him who hath fo loved 
us? And here in the 
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Fit Pl Ack, the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
od him crucified; who he was; what he 
ſuffered ; and upon "what Account: And how 
effectual his Sufferings were to anſwer their 
End : I fay, the Knowledge of Chriſt, in 
thoſe Reſpects, may reaſonably fill us with 
Wonder and Aſtoniſhment. 

Dip the. glorious and eternal Son of Go D, 
by the determinate Counſel of his Father, 
nd to undertake, and actually un- 
dergo, all the Labour and Sorrow; all the 
Pains and Diſtreſſes, both of Body and Mind, 
which were neceſſary to make Atonement 
for Sinners, and to purchaſe their Peace? 
Did he, who: knew no Sin, make his Life 
an Offering for Sin? Did he, while we were 
yet Enemies, perform thoſe Offices of the 
higheſt and moſt exalted Friendſhip? * O 
x my Soul! With what Wonder and Admi- 

© ration, ſhouldeſt thou reflect upon this great 
Tranſaction This great Myſtery of God- 
lineſs! Can reaſonable Creatures, who 
are invited to come to Chriſt, that they may. 
have Life; Can they conſider what the Son 
of Gop did, and ſuffered, in order to bring 
them into a State of Salvation, and not be 
aſtoniſhed at the Thought? Behold, what 
manner of Love is this! Are we unaffected 


with it? Can we think of it without Won- 


der and Amazement? Who can compre- 
hend the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, 
and Height, and know the Love of Chriſt 
which paſſeth Knowledge? Seͤecond- 
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Secondiy, Tur Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, ſhould raiſe in our Souls the 
greateſt Abhorrence of Sin: The utmoſt Fear 
and Dread of indulging it: And a conſtant 
Care to avoid it. | | f 
Ir may be, we are ſometimes ready to 
pldad for our Corruptions; and to think there 
can be no ſuch mighty Evil in following 
the Bent of our vicious Appetites, and irre- 
gular Paſſions, and ſinning againſt Gop. 
But when we know and conſider, that the 
Infinite unerring Wiſdom of Gop, could not 
think it fit to pardon repenting Sinners, but 
upon the Account of n Sacrifice; 
and that too, the Sacrifice of his only begot- 
ten Son, cloathed with our Nature: I fay, 
when we know this, it plainly ſhews us, 
that whatever Slight Thoughts we may have 
entertained of Sin; it is in the higheſt De- 
gree, odious and deteſtable, in the Sight of 
that holy Gop, who is Purity and Rectitude 
it ſelf. And is it not reaſonable, that what 
is ſo hateful to him, who is the Fountain of 
Wiſdom, who is perfect in all Perfection; 


let me aſk, Is it not reaſonable, that what is 


ſo offenſive in his pure and holy Eyes, ſhould 
be hateful to his Creatures, and had by them 
in the utmoſt Contempt and Abhorrence? 
Behold in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſuffering 
upon the Croſs, what Sin is in the Sight of 
- Gop. It was this that crucified the Lord of 
Glory. It was is that put him to open 
| K | Shame: 
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Shame : That nailed him to the Croſs, and 
pierced his Sides. It was for this that it 


Paſs the ALM1GuTyY to bruiſe him. He 


had undertaken to bear our Griefs, and car- 


ry our Sorrows, and to undergo the Chaſtiſe- 


ment of our Peace. And it was againſt Sin, 


that the divine Juſtice proceeded, when the 
bleſſed Jeſus trod the Wine-preſs of his Fa- 
thers Wrath: When his Soul was exceeding 
forrowful, even unto Death: When he was 
in his Agony and Sweat as it, were; great 
Drops of Blood : When he cried upon the 
Crofts, My GOD, My GOD, why haft thou 
Forſaken me? If Sin had not been in the 
higheſt Degree hateful to Gop, he would 
not have expreſt his Abhorrence of it in ſuch 
a Manner, as by giving his only begotten 
Son, the Son of his Love, to die for it. If 
it could have been as well expiated, and 


_ forgiven at a leſſer Rate, this glorious and 


divine Perſon would not have ſuffered on the 
Tree on its Account. O my Soul, how 
© 'odious a thing is Sin, if thou vieweſt it in 
* this Place! With what Abhorrence and 
© Deteſtation, ſhouldeſt thou reflect thereon, 
© is that which crucified the LORD of 
* Grory; and is not to be waſhed away, 
but with the precious Blood of the Son of 
* Gop!' For as the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Pet. 


i. 18, 19, Ye know that ye were not redeemed 


with corruptible Things, as Silver and Gold, 
from your vain Converſation; but with the 


pre- 
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precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb with- 
out Blemiſh, and without Spot. 


Ap as the ene of Chriſt, and 


him crucified, ought to raiſe in us the greateſt 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation of Sin; ſo like- 
wiſe the utmoſt Fear and Dread of indulging 
it: Which ſhould ſtir us up to watch a 


pray, that we enter not into Temptation. 


And will any of us go on in our Treſpaſſes 
without Fear or Dread, of the divine Diſ- 


pleaſure, when we know that it coſt our Re- 
deemer fo dear, to make Expiation for them? 


Can we think, or expect, to eſcape his righ- 
teous Vengeance, if we continue to love, 


and practice that, from which the Lord Je- 


ſus died to deliver us: Even that which 


he hath given ſuch publick Teſtimony a- 


gainſt ? Surely we ought to take the greateſt 


Care, to avoid that Way of living, and act- 
ing in the World, againſt which, the divine 


Diſpleaſure hath been fo publickly, and ſo 


fully made manifeſt, in the Sufterings, and 
Crucifixion of our bleſſed LoRD. Can he 
deſerve the Name of a Chriſtian, who al- 
lows and indulges himſelf in any known 
Tranſgreſſion? Did not Chriſt die for Hin 
once, that the Body of Sin might be agſtroy d, 


that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin? And 
is it not this ſame Chriſt who died for this 
End, and who was crucified for Sin, that 
will come again at the laſt Day, to judge 
the World in Nee W 


Vith what 


Com- 
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Comfort can we expect this his ſecond Ap- 
pearing, if we do not make it our Buſineſs 
to avoid in our Practice, that which brought 
upon him a Death inconceivably dreadful, - 
and from the Power of which, he died this 
Death, to deliver us? Is not the allowed 
Practice of Sin, a Cruciſying the Son of GOD 
afreſh?— Accounting the Blood of the Cove- 
nant an unholy Thing! — Trampling under 
Foot the Blood of the Son of Gop ?— De- 
ſpifing all that he hath ſuffered for our Sal- 
vation ?—And in effect, ſaying, that we 
value our Luſts, more than we do all the 
Bleſſings he hath purchaſed with his Blood, 
for his Followers? Let not therefore Sin reign 
in any of your mortal Bodies, that ye ſhould 
obey it in the Lufts thereof. i ov, Leek 
" Thirdly, Tux Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, ſhould fill us with Joy in Be- 
—_ 
Rejoice in the Lord alway, ſays the A- 
poſtle : And again, I ſay, -rejoice, Philipians 
iv. 4. He is the Head of all them that be- 
lieve, If therefore we truly believe on the 
Name of the Loxp JESUS, and know in 
whom we have believed, even the Son of 
Gop, who was promiſed to the Fathers in 
the Old Teſtament ; who, when the Fulneſ 
of Time was come, took upon him cur Nature : 
Who. fulfilled all Righteouſneſs : Who died for 
our Sins, and roſe again for our Juſtificution: 
If we know him, © as putting away Sin by the 
as . Sacri- 
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Sacrifice of himſelf, and as having purchaſed 


the Remiſſion of Sins, and Reconciliation 
with Gop, by the Blood of Atonement : If 
we know Chriſt Jeſus, and him crucified, 
and truly believe on his Name; we have 
then the beſt Foundation for Joy, and rejoy- 
cing, that humane Creatures, who all ſtand in 
need of Pardon, can have in this preſent 
World. He is able to keep that which we 
have committed to him, and to preſent us 
faultleſs, before the Preſence of his Glory, 
with exceeding Joy. What a Comfort, what 
a Satisfaction ſhould it be to all ſincere Chri- 
ſtians, to /ook unto Feſus, the Author and Fi- 
niſber of their Faith; who for the Joy that 
was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, and 
deſpiſed the Shame ? With what Joy may 
we conſider him, conquering by his Death, 
the Enemies of our Salvation? With what 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction may we behold him, 
as St. Paul ſays, Col. ii. 14, 15, Blotting 
out the Hand-writing of Ordinances, that was 
againſt us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the Way, nailing it to his Croſs : 
And having ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, 
he made a Shew of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it, and bringing them into Sub- 
geftion under him? With what exquiſite 
Delight may we look upon him, who by 
this his Death, is deſtroying and ſwallowing 
up Death it ſelf in Victory? Entirely depriv- 
ing it of its Sting, and purchaſing for 17 
| is 
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his faithful Followers, everlaſting Life and 
Glory ? 5 8 | 5b K 

_ Fourthly, Tux Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, ſhould have a powerful Influ- 
ence to lead us to Repentance, and Godly Sor- 
row for all our paſt Offences. | 

WꝛX ITA what Remorſe, with what Con- 
demnation ſhould we look upon our ſelves 
and reflect, when we conſider that the Suf- 
ferings and Death of the bleſſed Jeſus, were 


occaſioned by Sin? Can you confider this, 


and yet go on in your Treſpaſſes? How 
hard and infenfible is the Heart, that is not 
affected with Godly Sorrow for them, when 
he takes a View of thoſe Sufferings, which 


the Son of Gop underwent upon the Croſs 


on their Account? We ſhould look unto 


him whom our Sins have pierced, and mourn: 
Mourn with true penitential Sorrow , and 
unfeigned Purpoſes and Reſolutions, never 
to return again to Folly. 

Fifthly, Tux Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him Crucified, ought in all Reaſon, 70 fill 
_ Hearts with Thankfulneſs and Love to 

im. | 

We have the greateſt Cauſe for Thankful- 
neſs, if we conſider the Number and Great- 
nefs of thoſe Bleflings which he purchaſed 
for us, by his Death. He hath deliver'd us 
from thoſe Evils, and procured for us thoſe 
Advantages, which we could never have 
hoped for, but through him, _ O my Soul! 


© how 
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© how great are thy Obligations to that Jeſus, 
© who expired upon the Croſs to redeem thee 
from the Power, and to deliver thee both 
* from the Guilt, and the Conſequences of 
© Sin !* What Gratitude, what Affection, is 
due to ſuch a Saviour, who had no Crimes 
of his own to die for, but ſuffered, the Juſt 
for the Unjuſt, with a moſt compaſſionate 
and friendly Deſign ; even, that be might 
bring us to Gop! Ought we not to be a- 
| ſhamed of our ſelves, to find our Thoughts 
ſo cold, fo void of good Affections, as they 
commonly are, toward ſuch a Saviour; ſo 
worthy, ſo excellent, ſo glorious in himſelf, 
and yet ſo kind and good unto us, who 
are unworthy of the leaſt of thoſe Favours 
which he hath ſhewed unto his Servants ? 
 S:xthly, Tun Knowledge of Chriſt ſhould 
teach us Patience, and Submiſſion, to the Will 
of Gop, under all the Sufferings, and Aflicti- 
ons, we may meet with in this preſent Life. 
He hath herein left us an Example that we 
ſhould follow his Steps. Many are the Suf- 
ferings, and Afflictions, which we may poſ- 
fibly meet with in this World: And if we 
would acquit our ſelves as becomes the Diſ- 
ciples, and Followers of the Son of Gop, we 
are to bear them, whenever Providence la 
them upon us, with Patience and Reſignati- 
on. Our Bleſſed Redeemer, though he was 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
Sinners: Though he had no Sin, neither was 
| Guile 
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Guile, in the leaſt Degree, ever found in his 
Mouth, yet he ſubmitted to the greateſt 
Affronts and Indignities: To Poverty, Re- 
proach, Shame and Contempt in Life, and at 
laſt, even to Death it felf; yea, the moſt 
ignominious and cruel Death. And ſhall We 
who are guilty Creatures, who deſerve all our 
Sufferings, by our Follies ; ſhall we murmur, 
and repine at the lighter Afflictions, and Diſ- 
treſſes which befall us in this World ! We, 
who are puniſhed leſs than our Iniquities de- 
ſerve? Let us learn of him who was meek and 
lowly: Who when reviled, reviled not again: 
Who when he ſuffered, threatned not; but com- 
mitted himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 
If the Captain of our Salvation was made per- 
feet through Sufferings, ſurely we ought not 
to think it hard, though it ſhould be our Lot 
through many Tribulations to enter into the 
Kingdom. If we ſuffer with him, according 
to the Will of Gop, we alſo ſhall be glorified 
together. 

Seventhly, TR Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, ſhould effetually recommend his 
Instructions to our Hearts, and excite us to 
endeavour rightly to underſtand them, and 
act agreeably to them, that we may not re- 
ceive the Grace of Gop in vain. © 

Ir we know Chriſt Jeſus, we know him 
to be a Teacher come from Gop. We know 
him to be the Son of Gop. The only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth 
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We know him to be the Truth it ſelf. To 
be the Fountain of Truth, and conſequently, 
that every thing which he hath taught us is 
true, and worthy of all Acceptation. It would 
have been worthy of all Acceptation, though 
he had taught us without expoſing himſelf to 
Suffering, and Contempt, for our Sakes: For 
what can be deſerving of our Attention, if 
the Words of the Son of Gop are not ſo? 
Hear ye him, (ſaid the Father) for this is my 
Beloved Son. But when we know that 
this glorious -and divine Teacher, laid down 
his Life for us; ſurely this ought mightily 
to endear all his Doctrines, and Inſtructions 
to us. How chearfully, and willingly then, 
ſhould we comply with, and obſerve, all 
Orders and Directions of his, who thought 
not his own Life dear, that he might do us 
good ? With what Diligence ſhould we at- 
tend ſuch an Inſtructor ? How careful ſhould 
we be in our Endeavours to underſtand, and 
to make the beſt Improvement of thoſe di- 
vine Leſſons, which he hath given us; and 
to form, and regulate our Spirits, our Tem- 
pers, our Affections, and our Lives, by that 
Line of Truth, which he hath drawn out 
for us, and laid before us? 

E:ghthly, Tae Knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified, ought to render us defirous to 
be with him who was crucified for us. 

Whom having not ſeen we love: In whom 
though no we ſee him not, yet believing, we 
rejoice with Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 

L Should 


80 The Knowledge of Chriſt, cee. 


ä Should we not deſire to be with ſuch a 
Friend? 'To behold and enjoy in a more 
intimate manner him to whom we are under 
ſuch inexpreſſible Obligations? © O BLESSED 
© Jesus! How imperfe& our Happineſs in 
this World! How frail our Enjoyments! 
© How unſtable our Friends! How many 


our Tribulations! Surely it is far better to 
3.2 depart, and to be with Chriſt. Confirm 
in our Souls, O Almighty Saviour, the 
Work of thy Grace; and then receive us 
to thy Self, where we ſhall know Sin and 
* Sorrow no more, but behold thy Face in 
© Righteouſneſs, and rejoice for ever with 
* unſpeakable Joy. 

Finally, LET us all conſider how it hath 
been with us hitherto in this Caſe? What 
Influence the Knowledge of Chrift, and him 
crucified, hath had upon us? And what 
Effects it hath really produced in our Hearts 
and Lives? 

Haves we ſincerely 3 to walk 
worthy of the LorD unto all well-pleaſing ? 
Have we lived unto him that died for us? 
Have we lived the Lives we live in the 
Fleſh, by the Faith of the Son of Gon ? 
Have we brought forth Fruit unto Holi- 
neſs? Have we walked as Children of the 
Light, and of the Day, and as Heirs of 
Salvation ? If we have not: if we are con- 
{cious to our ſelves that we have not ; ſurely 
we ought to reflect upon it with Humilia- 
fn, | tion 
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tion and Godly Sorrow. And let us earneſt- 
ly beg of Gop, the effectual Influence of 
his Holy Spirit, that we may have a more 
perfect Acquaintance with the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel, and may improve them to bet- 
ter Purpoſe, than we have hitherto done, 

that ſo it may not be our Condemnation, 
That Light is come into the' World, but we 
have loved Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 
cauſe our Deeds were evil, I will conclude 
all with thoſe Words which you have in 
Heb. xiii. 20, 21, Now the Gop of Peace, 
that brought again from the Dead our Lord 
Jrsus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
make you perfect in every good Work, to do 
his Will, working in you that which is well. 
pleaſing in his Sight, through JEsUs CHRIST, 
to whom be Glory for Ever and Ever. AMEN, 


The END. 
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The Security and Happineſs of a religious 
Courſe of Life. 

Gop's different Regards to the Righteous 
and the Wicked. 

Of Contentment. 

The Inſtability of Worldly Greatneſs. 

Men and their Actions weighed in an e- 
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The Snares of Proſperity, and the Benefit 


of Afflictions. 


The Evil and the Cauſes of Ignorance in 
Things of Religion. 
A Reproof of prevailing Vices 
The Deſirableneſs of knowing our own 
ſecret Faults. | 
2 Divine Supports in all Diſtreſſes and Trou- 
es. 
Of the future Judgment. 
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